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GRAPEVINE
z Jerry & Nancy Van Orden : An Interview z

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION.
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We would like to introduce you to 

Nancy and Jerry Van Orden, 

members of  the FPCU for more than 

forty years. Both Nancy and Jerry 

were born in Rochester, New York 

and met in High School. They dated 

during college, Jerry attending the 

University of  Rochester and Nancy 

the nearby State University of  New 

York at Brockport. In June they’ll 

celebrate their 50th anniversary!

Following their marriage they both 

accepted teaching positions in Ithaca. 

Nancy taught 4th grade at the Henry 

St. John School and Jerry taught 8th 

and 9th grade science at the old 

Dewitt School in downtown Ithaca.

They moved to Trumansburg in 1962, 

purchasing a home on Frontenac 

Road from Bill and Astrid Adie. In 

1965 the moved to a 50-acre farm on 

South Street. They began raising beef 

cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens, turkeys 

and horses. They also had a burro 

named Peter who had a starring role 

in the Sunday School Christmas 

pageant at the church one year. 

Over the years, farming kept everyone 

busy. In the summer, raising crops, 

making hay and tending the animals 

was a family venture. Many of  the 

animals found their way into 4-H 

projects by one of  their four children: 

David, Becky. Mike and Karen.

David is now a police sergeant in 

Homer where he lives with his family. 

Becky is a Lt. Col. in the US Army, 

currently stationed at Walter Reed 

Army Medical Center in Washington, 

D.C., and Michael lives in North 

Carolina where he is a News 

Videographer. Karen taught second 

grade and is now a stay at home mom 

living in Syracuse. The Van Ordens 

have thirteen grandchildren, the oldest 

just graduated from college and the 

youngest just had his first birthday.

In the late 1980s Jerry and Nancy 

ended their farming venture due to 

health issues. In 1990 they built a log 

cabin on a small lake in the St. 

Lawrence river region which 

continues to be a “work in progress.” 

Jerry loves to fish, particularly on 

Cayuga Lake, and they both have 

always enjoyed camping and the 

outdoors. In 2002 they sold the farm 

and downsized to a new ranch style 

home across the road.  As Nancy says: 

“ we now have less land but more 

lawn!”

Both Jerry and Nancy are now retired. 

Jerry after 42 years in the classroom at 

Dewitt Middle School, and Nancy 

after 20 years as lead cook at Lakeside 

Nursing Home. While there, Nancy 

was also very involved with the 

employee’s union.

Since retiring, the Van Ordens have 

enjoyed traveling, with trips to the 

western Caribbean and the Mayan 

ruins, to Alaska, Yellowstone, and 

many war battlefields.

Nancy volunteers weekly at the 

Ulysses Library and the Gemm Shop. 

Both Jerry and Nancy are Elders and 

Jerry currently chairs the Buildings 

and Properties Committee. He has 

also served as Clerk of  Session. Nancy 

remains involved with the Caring and 

Benevolence Committee.

Nancy and Jerry recall when they first 

moved to Trumansburg back in 1962, 

the first person to visit them was the 

Rev. Chuck Schwartz from FPCU. His  

welcoming spirit and that of  the rest 

of  the congregation quickly led them 

to feel a part of  this church family. 

Today, it still feels that way! “This is 

the Place”, and “We are the Family” 

truly fits with their commitment to our 

church.

-Jim & Sue Mason
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Greetings From Pastor Cheryl
Merry Christmas! We have completed our Advent journey and now are 
celebrating the Christmas season in the church calendar year. This season 
begins on Christmas Eve with the Christmas Eve services and continues 
until the day we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord on January 10. During 
that time, on January 3, we will celebrate Epiphany when the Wise Men 
came to see Jesus. Did you know that the twelve days of Christmas 
actually refer to the twelve days beginning on Christmas that lead up to 
Epiphany instead of those leading up to Christmas? It can be a bit 
confusing but it lets us continue to celebrate Jesus’ birth and what it 
means to us as Christians as well as what Christmas means as a winter 
celebration of home and family. It has been wonderful in this Advent 
season to prepare for the birth of Jesus and his second coming and now 
we continue to celebrate what that birth, life, death and resurrection 
meant and means to the world. 

An epiphany is an “ah-ha” moment and that is exactly what happened 
when the Wise Men discovered that the king they had traveled for two 
years to see was not to be found in a palace but was instead the son of a 

peasant. Can you imagine what that experience must have been like for them? It had to be life changing! Come 
to worship on January 3 and let’s explore what epiphanies God may have planned for us.

The next Sunday, on January 10, we will celebrate Jesus’ baptism and will be celebrating baptisms in our own 
congregation. As you participate in the service, you are invited to remember your own baptism. If you were 
baptized as an infant you can remember prior baptisms you have seen and know that you too participated in this 
sacrament of the church. In our denomination, baptism signifies the faithfulness of God, the washing away of 
sin, rebirth, putting on the fresh garment of Christ, being sealed by God's Spirit, adoption into the covenant 
family of the Church and resurrection and illumination in Christ. (Book of Order W-2.3004) It is something that  
is done once in your life and we accept the baptism of any Christian in any branch of God’s family. 

Baptism is the first step at the beginning of your 
faith journey instead of something that happens at 
the end of your Christian journey when you have 
learned enough or been good enough to deserve it. 
Don’t let a feeling of not “knowing enough about 
God” or “not being good enough” stop you from 
accepting this sign of God’s grace. If you have not 
yet had the opportunity to be baptized and would 
like to be baptized and/or become a member of our 
congregation, please speak to me. We are starting 
New Member Sundays once a month to welcome 
new members into our congregation. We hope 
that as you participate in the life of the 
congregation you will want to make a commitment 
to be a member and become more involved. We 
also hope that you will choose to have your 
children baptized. 

2010 is bound to bring us all new experiences of 
joy and sorrow. Thank you for the opportunity to be 
a part of those experiences as we continue to see the 
many ways God is calling us to share his love in 
our world.

Blessings – Pastor Cheryl  
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

• 2 Dan deCloux
• 4 Kate Merriman

• 5 Darlynne Overbaugh, Karissa Zaharis
• 6 Michelle Peterson

• 10 Sam Bryant
• 15 Anna Bartishevich,

     Tracey Mullen Strand
• 16 Russell Henniger

• 18 Ray Bradham
• 19 Kim deCoudres

• 20 Gayle MacLean
• 22 Pastor Cheryl, Rebecca Riley Bryant 

• 26 Jean Dawson
• 26 Kira deCoudres

• 27 Russell Peterson



Presbyterian Mission Week
Presbyterian Mission Week Plans are 
underway! We have a group that will be 
attending Presbyterian Mission Week 
in Alleghany County, Virginia the 
week of  June 20-25, 2010!to do home 
repairs and other work to improve the 
lives of  those in need. During 
Presbyterian Mission Week, local 
Presbyterians and those from afar will repair 
and improve homes of  low-income adults 
and disabled people.!All labor and materials are provided free of  
charge to the recipients. The funds come from local church mission 
budgets and from community donations. Recipients of  these 
mission projects may also receive a casserole or tomato plant, as 
well as a friendly visit from some of  the Presbyterian workers.!Area 
Presbyterian churches provide lunch for volunteers and we’ll be 
housed at Boys’ Home in our own cottage. Dinner is at area 
churches. Our only cost is the gas to get us there. 

There are many different projects and opportunities for people of  
all skill levels. This Mission Trip is excellent for those who have not 
ever been on a Mission Trip before, but who have always wanted to 
participate in one. If  you are interested in taking part in this 
Mission Trip to Alleghany County, Virginia, please let me know. I 
have pictures of  previous years’ trips that will give you a good idea 
about what the week will hold for us. I will be happy to give you 
more details and answer any questions. I would like to have an idea 
of  how many of  us are planning to go by January so that the 
leaders in Alleghany County can make their plans for our 
participation. This truly is a life changing opportunity! If  you would 
like to take part now is the time to sign up. Please speak with me to 
get registered for this trip or if  you have questions about what we 
will be doing or how you can participate.! - Pastor Cheryl
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Thank You for Giving Out 

Food!

Thank you to everyone that vol-

unteered at the food distribu-

tions. We passed out food to 

between 80 and 113 area fami-

lies at five Trumansburg food 

distribution pantries in the 

months of November and De-

cember. The pantry serves all 

needy families in the Trumans-

burg area and is supported by 

the Trumansburg Area Council of 

Churches.

Thanks to Linda Andrew, Chuck 

& Doris Dunlap, Bobbi & Joe Far-

rell, Rebecca, Corrinna & Brianne 

Gilfus, Polly Gutelius, Mary Ellen 

Johnson, Janet & Lloyd Loop, 

Karen Perkins, Pam Postle, War-

ren Roykouff, Dan & Mary Ellen 

Schreher, Nancy & Jerry Van Or-

den and Sue Ulrich. Special 

thanks to Judy and Dick Robert-

son who donated beautiful ap-

ples from their farm in November.

*Many of these people were 

there for all 5 distributions. If we 

missed you, please forgive us. 

We appreciate you all.

-Kris Alling

Start the Year with M.E.T. 
Is Your New Year's Resolution to join a small group this year?!

When:!Sunday mornings, 9:15-9:50 a.m.

Where:!The Lange Room

Who: ALL are welcome to come, at any time through the series.

The M.E.T. group is an adult opportunity to discuss living a Christian life, 

based on the Scriptures. We will begin a new 10 week study of  the Psalms, using the Presbyterian Horizons 

Study Guide.We!read the Psalms in our hymns, liturgical readings, calendars, daily devotionals, etc.!Why are 

they still "speaking to us " in the new Millennium?!Contact Pam Postle for more information. Individual 

books are provided for this study. Knowing how many people plan to attend will help us prepare.



Thanksgiving Thanks
To our friends at First Presbyterian 

Church of  Ulysses, Thank you so 

much for your continued support 

and contribution to the TACC 

Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner. Your donations made it 

possible for us to serve 105 meals in-

house and to our home-bound 

neighbors. We're very grateful for 

your participation! In peace and 

Thanksgiving, Darren and Beth McGee

Outdoor Exercise
Looking for some extra 

exercise? Do you love 

to help others? Help is 

needed to shovel the 

church walkways 

during the winter 

season. The Building 

and Properties 

Committee is forming 

a schedule of  

volunteers. Contact Jerry Van 

Orden if  you are able to help.

Thank You
To the congregation – Thank you 

for all your prayers, cards, food and 

flowers upon the passing of  Allen.! 

They were very much appreciated.! 

I am truly blessed to have such a 

caring church family.!A special 

thank you to Pastor Cheryl for all 

her kindnesses and caring during 

Allen’s last hospitalization.! I love 

you all. -Linda Andrew & Family
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Above: Photos from our Thanksgiving Breakfast and “Trumansburg 

Presbyterians” (TP) Christmas Party



College Life: Madeleine Bialke
Last month we learned how Geoff 
Peterson is adjusting to being away 
from home in his first year of 
college. This month we talk with 
Madeleine, the first of Anne & 
Bill’s girls to share her experiences 
with us. 

As triplets, this is the first 
time the three of you have 
lived apart. Do you miss Julia 
& Audrey?

 I don’t really miss them much, but 
that’s because we keep in touch via Facebook, texting, and an occasional Skype 
call. It’s nice to be my own person now. People actually call me by my name, 
which is really exciting, and they don’t get me confused with anyone else.

How are you adjusting to living in the dorm?

It’s been very interesting to live in a totally different environment than the one 
at home. Living on campus is very rewarding. I live in an upper-class dorm that 
is situated right between both dining halls, so I always have different dinner 
options. The dining hall food is pretty good - nothing like home cooking, but 
very satisfactory. I have not gained the freshman fifteen ... maybe freshmen five, 
but that’s not worrisome. Laundry is always a hassle, and most of the time the 
dryers don’t work, so I end up drying my socks on my bedpost.

What do you do for fun on 
the weekends?

Weekends at Plattsburgh are pretty 
fun. There is always some sort of 
activity going on in the college 
center. Most of the time my art 
major friends and I work on our 
projects together over the 
weekend, so that’s quite fun. 
There are also nice places to go in 
the town, such as the mall, the 
beach, or the shops downtown.

What’s really nice is the 
mailroom. I’ve gotten a lot of mail, and I tack the envelopes up on my wall. I 
just got the care package from the youth group — thanks guys! It’s nice to get 
tangible communication every once in awhile.

What is your favorite class?

My favorite class is my drawing class. My professor has a long white beard, and 
a very intense appearance. He’s very strict and demanding, and he challenges us 
to succeed. I’ve learned a lot in his class.

Tell us about living with a roommate. 

I have a lovely roommate relationship. We both go to bed at the same times, 
we’re very conscientious of one another, and we happen to be great friend as 
well as roommates. She’s an art major like myself, so we have the same classes, 
and aren’t competitive.

- Amy Dawson
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Have you wondered what goes on at 

Session meetings? Session meets 

once a month usually on the second 

Wednesday. We met on December 9 

and talked about several items:

• The Nominating Committee has 

confirmation from two people and 

are still looking for the third to fill 

new Session positions.

• Personnel Committee has 

completed formal evaluations for 

paid staff.

• Response to Stewardship letters is 

looking good so far, but we are still 

short of  our budget needs.

• Proposal for a Ways and Means 

Ministry Team – to increase 

earnings with a goal of  $2,500 for 

the year. Session Members are 

prayerfully considering this 

opportunity to chair this new 

Committee.

• Consideration was given to 

changing the budget year from 

January-December to July-June.

• Gregg Hoffmire, who offered to 

chair the kitchen committee, is 

still looking for ideas and 

suggestions. Do you have ideas? 

Please see Gregg.

• Caring and Benevolence has 

disbursed money to Food Pantry; 

Emergency Pantry Staples; Youth 

Ministry at CU and IC; Food 

Bank of  the Southern Tier 

Mobile Truck; Disaster Relief  - 

Presbytery; cash for the Pastor to 

have for emergency use.

• Several folks changed their 

membership status: Megan & 

Morgan Mullen to inactive; Doug & 

Ellie Haith removed from the rolls; 

Doug & Randy Haus to inactive; 

Shirley McKeith removed from the 

rolls.



This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.
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Exciting Things are Happening at FPCU!
You can now hear Pastor Cheryl’s sermons, listen 
to the anthem, or even the entire service on a free 
podcast on our we bsite at http://www.fpcu.info. 
We also have a Facebook page where we post pic-
tures, information about up-
coming events and more. We 
have 51 fans! If  you are a 
member of  Facebook, search 
for First Presbyterian Church of 
Ulysses to find us and become a 
fan. 

As we usher in 2010, we’re 
starting monthly new member 
Sundays. If  you are inter-
ested in learning more 
about becoming a member, or just more 
about the church, contact Pastor Cheryl at 
the church at 387-8185 or fpcu@zoom-dsl.com. 
She’ll be happy to visit with you and share informa-
tion about the opportunities for worship at the First 
Presbyterian Church of  Ulysses.

Both our Choir and Bell Choir are welcom-
ing new members. Don’t worry if  you can’t 

commit for the entire year, just choose a season or 
even a month and come join us. We have a lot of  
fun in practice and really enjoy singing together. 
Now that we have our music on a podcast, you can 
even hear yourself  singing! Solos, anyone? 

Do you read this newsletter each month and think 
“I have a great idea for a story!”? Please send your con-
tributions to amy@emoticakes.com. We love to 
feature articles written by church members 
and friends, and are always looking for 
more stories about our members. Our read-
ers look forward to the interview, and other human-
interest pieces. We are also always happy to receive 
photographs. Simply e-mail us your high-resolution 
photos and we’ll use them for the web site and 
newsletter when the opportunity arises. 

Are you a committee chair? Please take a few 
minutes each month to write up some material 
about the happenings in your area of  the church. It 
is always fun to read about upcoming events, and to 
share news about recent activities in the church.

-Amy Dawson
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