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GRAPEVINE
z Dick & Mary Ellen Johnson : An Interview z

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION.

V O L  I V  I S S U E  I I I  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !     M A R C H  2 0 1 0

Mary Ellen and Dick have been part 

of  our church family since 1970. 

Dick was instrumental in getting the 

tower clock repaired and electrified. 

Mary Ellen was the “kitchen keeper” 

for over 25 years. Dick’s hobby of  

fixing clocks turned full-time after 

retiring in 1987.

Dick is from Elmira, NY and Mary 

Ellen grew up in Friendship, NY. 

They met in 1951 at Mustico’s 

Restaurant in Elmira through a 

mutual friend. Mary Ellen was in 

nursing school at Arnot-Ogden 

Hospital and Dick was getting a 

degree in geology at Franklin 

Marshall College in Lancaster, PA. 

This friendship blossomed and they 

were married in 1955. (They will 

celebrate their 55th anniversary this year)

In 1957 they moved to Laramie, 

Wyoming where Dick worked for the 

Bureau of  Mines. After deciding to 

make a career change he went to the 

University of  Wyoming to earn a 

degree in pharmacy in 1965. Then 

they started their return to the East 

stopping in Milwaukee for a year for 

Dick’s internship at the VA hospital. 

By then they had four children and 

Dick had a job at the Tompkins 

County Hospital. They chose 

Trumansburg for their home. 

However, Mary Ellen said that no 

one wanted to rent to someone 

having four children! So they lived in 

Lansing until they bought a house in 

Trumansburg. After 10 years at the 

hospital Dick went to Cornell and 

worked at the vet school until he 

retired in 1987. Meanwhile over the 

years Mary Ellen worked part-time 

as a registered nurse. 

In 1985 they flew to Germany to 

welcome their first grandchild. In 

1988 they bought a Winnebago 

camper and enjoyed many years 

traveling in the U.S. and Canada 

visiting friends and family. It has 

become their “4th bedroom” since 

they downsized a few years ago.

Their four children are scattered 

across the U.S.: Steven has a degree 

in Russian and he and his wife, 

Laura, live in Millersville, MD. He 

works for NSA and is a Lt. Col. in 

the army reserves (recently he spent a 

year in Afghanistan.); Karl graduated 

from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 

University in Daytona Beach, lives in 

Florida and has worked 20 years for 

Delta Airlines. Karen has a degree in 

computer 

science and 
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she and her husband are computer 

programmers. They live in Denver, 

CO. Their “children” are two 

rottweilers. Dean has a Master’s 

degree in accounting, has a CPA and 

lives in Big Flats, NY with his wife, 

Theresa, a retired pediatrician, and 

their two children who are attending 

Corning Community College. Dean 

works for DeMet’s Candy Co. 

Mary Ellen summed their life up 

saying “It has been quite a journey. 

We’ve survived illnesses and some 

hard times through our faith. The 

church has been a large part of  our 

life.” -Dan & Mary Ellen Schreher
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Haircuts for

Humanity

Amber Little, a future Habitat 

Homeowner, will provide you 

with a haircut that will help build 

her home! Haircuts are $20 and 

ALL proceeds go to Habitat for 

Humanity of Tompkins & Cort-

land Counties.

Book your appointment today!

Call Amber at (607) 257-6098.

When: March 1st 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Where: A Personal Touch (23 

Cinema Drive, Ithaca)

College Life: Julia Bialke
Greetings from Albany! I am currently attending the College of  
Saint Rose, and enjoying my spring semester! The work load is 
much harder than my previous semester, but I find it very reward-
ing. Last semester, I changed my major from Graphic Design (a ca-
reer path that can actually earn a living) to Studio Art with a concentra-
tion in Painting and Drawing. I felt a bit claustrophobic in the 
Graphic Design department because I learned that I would never 
be able to take painting, or study abroad, or do many of  the things I 
had really been looking forward to doing here at St. Rose. The 
Graphic Design program is very strict, and I really don’t see myself  
sitting at a computer for the rest 
of  my life.!I plan on a double mi-
nor in Art History and Writing.

I enjoy all of  my classes this se-
mester. I'm taking Painting 1, 
which is my favorite class so far. 
Currently my class is painting 
cloth covered boxes with fruit: a 
step up from the last painting, 
which was just cloth covered 
boxes. My second favorite class is 
Intro to Art History, which covers prehistoric art to modern all in 
one semester! I am also taking Drawing 2, which mainly involves 
drawing the human figure, Three Dimensional Concepts, which 
requires the use of  power tools (eeek!), and Ethics and Values, 
which discusses ethics and, well, values. It also covers the major re-
ligions, and their role in modern life. 

Campus life has been quite an adjustment. I am happily settled in a 
triple-setup dorm room, but I only have one roommate, who I love. 

We use the extra bed as our couch, and the 
extra wardrobe as our pantry! I auditioned 
for a place in a women's a cappella group 
on campus called the Girls Next Door, and 
got in. I sing with them twice a week. As 
dining hall food goes, I think my dining hall 
exceeds expectations. Every morning before 
my 8:00 classes I go to breakfast, and eat 
lots of  bacon. As for the freshman 15, I'd 
call it a freshman 5. I attempt to work out at 
the gym, but I find myself  talking about go-

ing to the gym more than I actually go. 

Last semester, I didn't miss home very much, but these last couple of 
weeks since Christmas Break have been tough. I think it is because 
my classes are more stressful than last semester, and I have little 
time to waste. I'm glad I have Spring Break this coming week so I 
can have some time to relax a bit. - Julia Bialke 
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Gifts $109,947 (83%)
Invest/Fundraising $17,335 (13%)
Rent $5,950 (4%)

9%11%

14%

16%
49%

Pastoral services $65,098 (49%)
Buildings & capital exp. (16%)
Admin, per capita, & taxes (14%)
Music, education, members (11%) 
Benevolence (9%)

2010 Income (budgeted)

Total: $133,232

2010 Expenses (budgeted)

Total: $133,232

 2010 Budget 
At the annual meeting, a 

change in bylaws was 

approved that will 

change our fiscal year to 

July 1 to June 30th. This 

means that for this cal-

endar year, a second 

annual meeting will ap-

prove a new budget at 

the end of June. In these 

six months we expect 

about half the usual in-

come to support half the 

normal expenses. 

The Session approved a 

frugal budget to begin 2010, with no increase of compensation for our paid 

staff, no new programs, and a 10% reduction in the total benevolent giv-

ing. In addition, music and worship and education leaders are tapping into 

reserve funds to support their expenses for the year, and there are ideas 

for new and varied fund-raisers. We all look forward to the day when 

our exciting plans for wider ministry will be effectively and enthusi-

astically funded.

This year!s budget is very similar to the one that we approved last year. 

Please review the charts below to learn more about our income and ex-

penses. For a more complete breakdown, see our annual report on our 

web site at www.fpcu.info. - Barbara Melvin, Finance Committee
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It is the time of 
year to clean out 

your closets, 
work with friends 

and family and 
help the commu-
nity and church!

This year’s Rummage 
Sale is scheduled for 
March 25-27.!There are 
jobs in organizing and 
pricing items, sales, and 
of course clean up. 
Look for volunteer sign-
up sheets in the chapel.

Do you have some-

thing to donate? 

Donation hours are:

! Monday 8 - 4 

! Tuesday 8-4

! Wednesday 8-4

! Thursday 8-4

If these collection hours 
are not convenient, 
please call Amy Erick-

son at 532-4865 with 
your questions and/or 
requests. 

http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info


One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of  Sharing is sharing what we have with 
others.!This year's offering theme is drawn from Jesus' last 
encounter with his disciples: to focus not on one's own needs, but 
on those of  others.!He asks three times, "Do you love me?"!Three 
times he repeats a variation of  the instruction "Feed my sheep."

This offering began over sixty years ago and has many participating 
Christian denominations.!Some of  the gifts go for shared ministry 
through Church World Service and each denomination decides 
how the gifts its members give will be used.!Then Presbyterian 
Church USA divides their part evenly into three programs: Self  
Development of  People (SDOP), Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA) and the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), after 4% goes 
to the PHP for work on homelessness and affordable housing.

Need is increasing both within the United States and throughout 
the world.!The gap between those who have enough and those who 
don't continues to widen.!This year's dollar simply can't do as much 
work as last year's.

Caring and Benevolence will tell you more about specific ways One 
Great Hour of  Sharing helped by inserts in the bulletin and 
moments for mission during the service in the coming weeks.!We 
will receive these gifts on Palm Sunday.                          -Karen Perkins
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KNIT FOR OUR TROOPS

“K4OT”

The knitters at Trumansburg 
Methodist Church invite 
everyone in the community 
churches to join them during 
Lent to knit hats for the mili-
tary troops stationed in 
Afghanistan. 
Contact Pam Postle 
lppostle@aol.com or Meg 
Gaige 
mgaige@hughes.net to get 
the yarn and directions for 
the hats.

It won't take long to make a 
hat to let the soldiers know 
that they are in our 
prayers. Completed hats will 
be given to the Methodist 
Church on Palm Sunday.

Thank You!
FROM PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE

On February 10, 2010, Randy Ackley, Coordinator of Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance (PDA) sent out an e-mail thanking everyone for 

their support for PDA efforts in Haiti. He stated, in part:

“In the aftermath of the terrible earthquake in Haiti, your prayers, 

gifts and actions are making a difference. Working with Action by 

Churches Together (ACT) Alliance & Church World Service, PDA 

has provided assistance toward the following: food, water & 35,000 

hygiene & baby kits, temporary shelters for many people, supplies 

& infrastructure support including electrical, water, sanitation & 

security at Holy Cross Hospital and initial assessments & ground 

work for community psycho-social recovery.

We cannot thank you enough for your compassion and generosity. Thank you for bringing hope to the people of Haiti.”

**The First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses family has donated $ 1,360 to the PDA for the Haiti Earth-

quake recovery efforts as of Sunday February 14,2010. This does not include all of the efforts and donations 

made in support of the Hygiene and Baby Kits currently being assembled. We should be very proud of our 

support of the PDA that represents all Presbyterians. Thank you!

mailto:mgaige@hughes.net
mailto:lppostle@aol.com
mailto:lppostle@aol.com
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Senior High
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

FUNDRAISER

The Senior High Youth Group 

wants to celebrate Spring, and at the 

same time raise money for 

landscaping the Habitat house in 

Lansing. During the first two weeks of March we will 

offer potted flowers for the congregation to order ahead 

of time, and be delivered at church on the first day 

of spring, Sunday March 21. Our group is offering 

crocuses, mini daffodils (4”), daffodils (6”), hyacinths, 

iris, and tulips for sale in 4 inch and 6 inch varieties. 

The 4 inch plants cost $5 each, and the 6 inch plants 

may be ordered for $10.

Debby Koehler is taking pre-orders. To order, contact 

her at DLKoehler@gmail.com We will also have order 

forms in the bulletin during the first two weeks in 

March

The youth group will be working with Marvin Pritts 

and Dennis Osika, the former Director of grounds at 

Cornell. Mr. Osika has been very active with Habitat 

for many years. The money raised will be used to 

purchase landscaping plants, and the youth group will 

plant them at the Habitat house in Lansing that our 

congregation has been working on sometime in May.

SUNDAY MARCH 7

What is it that you can do anywhere even when you 

are listening to your ipod, driving to school, competing 

in sports, watching TV, dancing, singing, and even 

studying? Give up?  Well Pastor Cheryl has some 

clues. Come on Sunday March 7 right after Sunday 

School for lunch and get the answer.

Heifer International
In February, FPCU received a donation of $158 to be 

forwarded to Heifer International from a student cello 

group of Dr. Sera Smolen from Ithaca. One of the 

students is our own Russell Henninger.

This money was raised by the students specifically for 

Heifer International. Members of the cello group 

“were all sponsored to do various things, like listening, 

scales, etc, and all contributions went into a jar”, noted 

Dr. Smolen. Their goal was to raise enough to purchase 

a goat from Heifer International, yet they had enough 

for bees, as well as the goat.

Congratulations to cello students Cody, Russell, Max 

and Henry and to Dr. Smolen for their creative way to 

make a contribution that will certainly change life for 

some people in our world.

Volunteer Work Group
Caring and Benevolence would like to tell you about an 

opportunity for a volunteer work group experience.  

Many volunteers will gather in New Windsor, MD 

from May 10th to 14th to work in the CWS 

warehouse, sorting and packaging Church World 

Service Kits. The cost is $375 and includes 

transportation, lodging and meals except while 

traveling there by bus. The deadline for registration is 

March 1. Dan and Mary Ellen Schreher have 

participated in past years and will answer any questions 

about it.
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

3!  Alyssa Pritts

4!  Mary Elizabeth Andrew

8!  Neil Shallish

     Catherine Taylor

9!  Brandon DeCloux

12  Marion Hoffmire

16  Neil Alling

      Stephen Selover

21  Toni Stewart

22  Jacob Lange

28  Neil Henniger!

      Ryan deJager

mailto:DLKoehler@gmail.com
mailto:DLKoehler@gmail.com


Annual Meeting
Our Annual meeting was held following worship on January 24. 60 
congregants gathered for delicious homemade soups and sandwiches, 
after which Pastor Cheryl led us in a fun and functional 
congregational meeting. A lot of  information was shared. To view 
the entire annual report, visit our website: http://www.fpcu.info

Our current membership as of  December 31, 2009 was 181. We 
welcomed John Peeples by letter of  transfer this year, 1 member 
transferred to another church, we had 4 people move to inactive, 3 
terminated memberships and 5 member deaths. We all agreed that 
the death number need not be repeated next year.

Barbara Melvin, out going Chair of  Budget and Finance, told 
us that they were not fully confident in presenting the balanced 
budget because pledges have not come in as well they would like to 
see. She shared that many actions had been instituted to remedy this: 
2010 spending has been pared severely; it provides no new programs, 
no increases for paid staff, and 10% reduction in the Presbytery 
benevolence ministry request. Many families have pledged or 
paid their own per capita tax ($43 for each member) and 
that is helping the financial picture. Because of  budget constraints 
and the decision for no increases for paid staff, this included the 
Pastoral Call. The session will review this in 6 months. Our 
investments are holding steady.

Jerry VanOrden, Chair of  Buildings and Properties, shared all 
the projects that they’ve worked on this year: Exterior painting of  
Chapel, refurbishing the pastor’s office and the main office, 
installation of  the old sign in front of  the Chapel for event notices, 
and new roof  and gutter pipes on the sanctuary. The bell tower will 
be completed in the spring. He thanks volunteers from CARS for 
their help with these projects. 

Karen Perkins, Chair of  Caring and Benevolence 
Committee, shared that we have contributed our money to a 
variety of  needs in this community and the world including: fighting 
hunger, disaster relief, protestant student programs, Habitat for Humanity, Heifer Project, T-Bag Designs in 
Hout Bay, South Africa, children’s books to the Peace Corps supporting a New Orleans work project, Christmas  
alternative giving and Church World Service to name a few. We have a good balance of  our giving ministries 
throughout the world.

Deb Regnier, Chair of  Christian Education, shared the many educational opportunities we have in the 
church from the very young to the adults. Eleven people went on a mission trip to Guatemala to the Casa 
Shalom orphanage. They plan for another trip for August 2011. This was Debby Koehler’s last year to 
organize the Senior High Youth Activities. We thank her for her creative, meaningful and productive programs 
and devotion to the youth. Sunday School programs worked from a new Seasons of  the Spirit curriculum. 

Scott Dawson, Chair of  Congregational Life, and his committee have again kept us all excited by their 
wonderful diverse programs and feedings. From a work party in the spring through CROP Walk, Installation 
parties, Thanksgiving breakfast, through to the progressive appetizer/desert affair at Christmas, a great time 
was had by all. He thanks his committee members for all their efforts this year.

Diana Bradham, Chair of  Membership&Stewardship, reported the committee was working hard on the 
stewardship campaign at the moment. The need for additional members to help with the financial requirements  
is very evident.   " " " " " " " " "          (continued on page 7) 
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TENT

 SCHOLARSHIP
College bound?!Need money? Each 

year a scholarship is given to a high 

school senior, planning to attend 

college, by the tent committee. This 

scholarship is given on behalf  of  the 

First Presbyterian!Church in 

memory of! three men who were 

instrumental in establishing this 

scholarship: George Dyke, Gordon 

Brown, and Rev.Tom Lange.The 

award is given to those seniors who 

have demonstrated the kind of  

community service, church and 

school participation that these men 

displayed.Application forms are 

available at http://www.fpcu.info/

scholarship.htm, from the church

office and from the TCS High 

School guidance office. For further! 

information contact:

! Jerry Van Orden!387-6546

! Neil Shallish 387-5890

! Bill Kappel 387-5285

http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info
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In an attempt to meet the challenge of  a lower pledge base the committee is considering other means of  
income/fund raising. It is noted that this is being addressed in our new Ways and Means Ministry 
approach to income.

Allison Pritts, Chair of  Music and Worship, expressed her appreciation to all the members of  the 
congregation that worked so hard to support and nurture the church as we welcomed a new Pastor and a new 
Music Director. We are blessed to have a congregation with so much talent to share, and she felt that we learned 
a lot about ourselves. With our new Minister, Pastor Cheryl Peeples and the new Music Director, Andrew 
Mattfeld, 2010 brings renewed vision and excitement.  

Bill Kolberg, Chair of  the Personnel Committee, indicated that they had completed performance 
evaluations on all of  the paid staff. They were pleased the process of  change to a new Pastor was seamless and 
very smooth. Bill asks for additional members to the committee. Please contact him if  you are 
interested at kolberg@ithaca.edu or 607-279-4998.

Jeannette Little, Treasurer of  Ulysses Presbyterian Women told us a renewed UPW that was working 
hard and enjoying some outreach to women’s activities that brought back information and encouragement. 

Chuck Dunlap, Tent Master, told us they set the tent up 10 times over the summer. They have a very 
energetic group which includes Pastor Cheryl and John Peeples. Interested in joining this fun group? Watch for 
information this spring.

Evelyn Fritz, Chair Mission Knitters were also busy this year. They gave away 19 prayer shawls, 17 
sweaters of  which 10 went to Guatemala with the young people who went down there on a work mission.! 
There were 8 baby blankets or lap robes and 263 baby hats mostly to the hospital.!They lost one of  their biggest 
knitters, Adelaide Adams, who has gone to live near one of  her sons in New Hampshire.!She will be missed.

After the committee reports we moved on to a proposed Bylaws change to place the Congregational annual 
meeting in JULY to accommodate the change in the fiscal year to a July through June year. Session had voted to 
change the fiscal year but in order to change the annual meeting a Bylaw change needed to be enacted. Many 
logistical questions remain to be worked out such as how pledges will be handled, the first meeting being only 6 
months period from this meeting, and the possibility of  fewer people attending an annual meeting due to 
summer schedules. Session will be working on these issues.

Elections of  elders to serve on the current Session placed the following: Class of  2012 (three year terms): Eric de 
Jager, Bobbi Farrell, John Kirkman, Bill Kolberg; Class of  2011 (two year term): Jerry VanOrden. We 
also elected three (3) members of  the congregation to serve on the Nominating Committee: Sue Mason, Paul 
Bartishevich, and Carolyn Lange. They will be joined by Cindy DeCloux and one other Session member.

Ginny Miller gave the Historian report pointing out that it was a very interesting job. She presented an 
“Outline Draft Architectural and Building History” she had compiled.

Pastor Cheryl was excited about the new Ways and Means Ministry as well as the FPCU Global 
Ministry. They will each bring good ideas to enrich our church mission both here and away. She is working on 
connecting the various ministries of  the church so that people feel a part of  what is going on and there is 
accountability. She points to the physical improvements, Chapel paint, roofing and gutters on the sanctuary, and 
refurbishing the church offices as our means of  taking care of  the property. She also looks for improvement in 
numbers of  members, financial creativity, and involvement in the community. We are already one of  very few 
churches who have CDs and podcasts of  our worship services to make it possible for those who cannot be with 
us due to age, illness or distance to participate in worship." " " " "         -Kris Alling
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This Publication will be “going green” in September. This, and all back issues may be found on our church website at 

http://www.fpcu.info. If  you would still like to receive this by mail, we will be asking for an annual donation to 

defray printing and mailing costs. Our next issue will give more details about this change.
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Dear Friends,
The 40 days of  Lent invite us to give up those things 
that keep us from God and to take on disciplines that 
bring us closer to God. We have several different ap-
proaches to Lenten disciplines this year. 

We began the journey of  Lent at our Ash Wednesday 
service on February 17 with a service including the Im-
position of  the Ashes. This reminded us “from ashes we 
came and to ashes we return.” Life is always a fragile 
thing and with this are reminded that we have hope in 
Christ.

Our Confirmation Class has begun! From now 
until Pentecost, youth in grades 7 and older and 
their parents are learning what it means to be a 
Christian. Through a series of  learning activities fo-
cusing on God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Worship, the Bi-
ble, Saints and Gifts, Ministry, Baptism Spiritual Life, 
Death and Resurrection and Life in the Church we ex-
perience what it means to be a Christian. We will all be 
reading the Gospel of  Luke to learn of  the life, death 
and resurrection of  Jesus. Interested youth will join the 
church on Pentecost Sunday.

We have a group reading Knowing God’s Triune Story 
by Michael Lindvall and meeting weekly to discuss how 
we are experiencing what we have read. This six-week 

devotional study focuses on how the Trinity brings to-
gether God’s narrative story.

At home or in your office, you might like to experience 
www.d365.org. Journey to the Cross is a special Lent/
Easter feature of  the free daily online devotion d365 
featuring specially composed music, daily scripture 
readings and brief  reflections. While designed for youth, 
young adults and youth workers, people of  all ages en-
joy it.!Sign up to have a daily email reminder to take 
part in this devotional. 

Parents, are you wondering how to explain Lent 
and Easter to your children? It can be difficult for 
children (and adults, too, for that matter) to make the switch 
in thinking of  Jesus as a little baby at Christmas and 
now just a couple of  months later to begin talking about 
him going to Jerusalem to the cross. There is a great 
resource to help you and your family at 
http://www.pcusa.org/ideas/lent/talkinglenteaster.htm
. It has ideas that will help make it possible for your fam-
ily to experience the Lenten journey together no matter 
what your ages.

May your Lenten journey bring you closer to God and 
to each other.

Blessings – Pastor Cheryl
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