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GRAPEVINE
z Larry & Pam Postle : An Interview z

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION.
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Pam was born in Syracuse, NY. Her 
family moved to Virginia for 10 
years, returning to North Syracuse 
when she was in Jr. High. She 
graduated from North. Syracuse 
High School. Pam has one sister and 
two brothers, and her mother lives in 
Penfield, NY.

Larry was born in Cooperstown, NY 
and grew up in nearby Richfield 
Springs and West Winfield. He has 
three sisters. He spent many of  his 
early years working at his uncle's 
dairy farm, which is still the 
homestead for annual summer 
family reunions. He acquired an 
appreciation for antiques from his 
parents, and an interest in 
woodworking from his grandfather. 
He worked on pipeline construction 
during the summers of  his college 
years.

Larry and Pam met at SUNY 
Oswego (the Alma mater of  Pam’s 
parents). Pam was an Elementary 
Education major and Larry 
transferred there as an Industrial 

Arts major in Pam's senior year. 
They were married after she 
graduated. Pam taught two years in 
Baldwinsville while Larry finished 
college.

They moved to Lodi Point and lived 
in a cottage on Seneca Lake for ten 
years. Larry taught Industrial Arts 
and Technology, and Pam taught 
Kindergarten and first grade at 
South Seneca Central School. They 
moved to Trumansburg in 1980 
when their son, Steve, was in third 
grade.

Pam joined the Presbyterian Church, 
and as an Elder led Congregational 
Life activities. She's been involved in 
adult study groups, UPW, 
membership, and Caring & 
Benevolence ministries. Recently she 
served on the PNC.

Their son Steve also attended SUNY 
Oswego, as a business major, and 
met his wife Jennifer there. They live 
in Farmington, NY and have four 
wonderful girls, ages 2, 4, 6, and 8! 
Steve is a manger of  Direct Sales for 
Time Warner Cable. Jennifer was a 
medical research assistant at the 
University of  Rochester, and is now 
a busy homemaker.

Larry and Pam retired from South 
Seneca, each having taught 33 years.  
Larry can be found at his shop ,near 
the house, restoring antique 
furniture and clocks. He loves to 
cook and work on projects for the 
house and yard. Pam keeps busy 
knitting, quilting, golfing and 

traveling. She has volunteered as a 
reader for the Family Reading 
Partnership Program (Traveling Books) 
and at the Gemm Shop. They both 
enjoy following Syracuse University 
football and basketball teams. They 
had season tickets for football games 
for many years. They keep in close 
touch with many family members.

They adopted a cocker/lab puppy 
from the SPCA 3 years ago. They 
named her Pepper, and she really has 
been “spicing up” their retirement 
years!

- Dick & Mary Ellen Johnson
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UPW
Save the Date

The Spring Gathering of all 

Presbyterian women of the 

Geneva Presbytery will be 

April 24 at Watkins Glen 

Presbyterian Church, 

from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Idelle Dillion will speak on 

the opportunities available 

at Camp Whitman. Contact 

Pastor Cheryl or Pam Pos-

tle if you're interested in 

attending so we can carpool 

from church.



Trumansburg Food Pantry
For several years, the Trumansburg 

Food Pantry has been participating in the 

Alan Shawn Feinstein $1 million Givea-

way to Fight Hunger Program. It is time 

again for us to raise money and collect 

food items to join Mr. Feinstein's fight 

against hunger in the United States. Last 

year, during the March and April cam-

paign our great community raised 

$8,487.80 in cash donations and $2315 

worth of food items for use in our pantry. 

Our Feinstein award was $295.

We will apply again this year for the grant 

from the Alan Feinstein Foundation. If 

you plan to make a contribution to the 

Trumansburg Food Pantry in 2010, 

please do so in April. You can also bring your food donations di-

rectly to church or the box at the Shur-Save.!Each food items 

counts as $1.00. If you are planning on making a cash donation 

please mail your tax deductible donation to:

" Trumansburg Food Pantry

" P.O. Box 162

" Trumansburg, N.Y. 14886

Learn more about Alan#s fight for hunger online at

http://tinyurl.com/alanfeinstein

The Trumansburg Food Pantry is sponsored by the Trumansburg 

Area Churches (TAC). During 2009 we were able to serve an aver-

age of 162 families each month. Your donations made it possible to 

have fresh produce, milk, bread and some sort of protein at each 

giveaway. The food item collection ensured that there was always a 

great supply in our emergency cupboard for those who need imme-

diate attention.

The 2009 generosity of our community was overwhelming showing 

how much each and every one of us care for our neighbor. Our 

2010 application will show, with God's blessing, we are a commu-

nity that works together helping others.

Thank you and God Bless,

Anne Haus, Coordinator, Trumansburg Food Pantry
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New M.E.T. Study 
for Spring

April 11-June 6

We will discuss James W. 

Moore's book,!Yes, Lord, I 

Have Sinned But I Have 

Several Excellent Excuses.

James W. Moore is the 
senior pastor at St. Luke's 
United Methodist Church 
in Houston, Texas, an 
8,000-member church 
which broadcasts services 
to more than one million 
homes each week.

The group meets Sunday 
morning from 9:15-9:50 
a.m. in the Lange Room.

If you haven't!attended a 

small group, please con-

sider giving this one a 

try.!

Contact Pam Postle (387-
5356 or 
Lppostle@aol.com) for 
more information.

mailto:Lppostle@aol.com
http://tinyurl.com/alanfeinstein
http://tinyurl.com/alanfeinstein
mailto:Lppostle@aol.com


4th Annual Chili Night
National Chili Day is celebrated annually on the last Thursday in 
February. For us Presbyterians, we celebrated Tuesday before the 
official day. On February 23, we all gathered in the Chapel for our 
own 4th Annual Chili Night. It started off  4 years ago when I wanted 
to make Chili and thought “why not eat chili with the church?” Attendance 
ebbs and flows from year to year, and 
activities change, but the chili and 
company are always delightful. 

This year, it was a drizzly cool evening 
that felt perfect for enjoying a warm 
meal. We had many steaming pots of  
chili and piles of  delicious cornbread, 
topped off  with ice-cream for dessert. 

Many folks brought games for 
fellowship after the eating was 
complete and enjoyed some friendly 
competition. The kids (and some adults) 
enjoyed a wild game of  Set towards 
the end of  the evening.

Before the meal, several of  us were 
talking about mixing things up with 
the plans for next year. Some of  the 
ideas included making a chili 
cookbook with everyone’s recipes, 
having a chili cook-off  and inviting 
friends. If  you have ideas for next year, please contact me at 387-7031 
or amy@emoticakes.com. 
Thanks! -Amy Dawson
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"K4OT"

(Knitting for Our 

Troops)

Lenten Project

Ask, and 

they will 

knit!!!

We sent 14 

hats to the 

Methodist 

knitters, who 

will send 

them to the troops in Af-

ghanistan.

Thanks to all who partici-

pated!

If you would like to do more 

mission knitting, please con-

tact Evelyn Fritz (387-6976) 

for information.

You don't have to attend our 

monthly meeting (last Tues-

day of the month, 1-3 p.m., 

Lange Room) to be a valuable 

member of this group.

-Pam Postle

Communion & Home Visits
The Sacrament of  Holy Communion is available to those 

who are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise unable to 

attend worship at FPCU. Anyone who would like to request 

Communion and/or a visit by the pastor (for yourself, or for a 

family member who is not able to make the request for her/

himself) may do so by contacting Pastor Cheryl at 

387-8185 or fpcu@zoom-dsl.com.

mailto:fpcu@zoom-dsl.com
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:fpcu@zoom-dsl.com


The Seminary Scene
Many have asked me how my seminary 
experience at Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity 
School (CRCDS) in Rochester is going! A quick 
written update seems in order. I have been 
attending since the end of  August last year.! In 
the fall term I was enrolled in four courses: Old 
Testament I, Protestant Reformation, The 
Problem of  Religious Intolerance (ethics), and 
Theology. This semester I am taking the second 
Old Testament course, as well as Black Theology 
and a general Christian Ethics class.!It is 
particularly interesting how the course work 
overlaps because the ways in which we view God, 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit (theology) connect 
with church history and with how we interact with members of  our faith and 
with those of  other faiths. Issues of  difference are always relevant!

I am in Rochester on Tuesdays with classes all day, stay overnight, and then 
have another class Wednesday morning. At noon I attend a lectionary 
discussion. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays there is a chapel service at 
11:20 until about noon.!Services are varied because they are presented by 
different groups each week, so we worship in varied ways.

CRCDS is a small, intimate community, with students of  all ages, from recent 
college graduates to folks like me, entering into new life phases after other 
careers and life experiences. We come from many denominations, and there is 
some “tension” at times as conservative/evangelical!ideas and more mainline/
liberal ideas come onto the table.!CRCDS has a reputation as a liberal 
institution, with a social gospel history, but the student body is actually quite 
varied, unlike many seminaries.

My current college experience is not like freshman year in undergraduate 
institutions! As a first year student I am a “junior” and next year will be a 
“middler” so we avoid the undergraduate titles. And I will probably be a 
“middler” for more than one year. The last year we are “seniors” so at that 
point we are like undergraduates.!Most of  us have other jobs and active lives in 
other areas. Some of  the students, especially those in the Methodist tradition, 
are already serving churches.!This brings some reality and liveliness into 
discussions.!There are many students who are part-time, and some who audit 
as well. Next year I will be doing a supervised ministry (internship) program, 
and it is likely that I will be doing chaplaincy work at Cayuga Medical Center.

Our campus is small but handsome, on one of  the highest points in Rochester.! 
The buildings were funded by the Rockefeller family, built in the English 
Gothic style around 1930.!All our classes and administrative offices are in one 
building, which is connected to the library, chapel, and refectory (cafeteria). 
(Judy Riley’s parents were married in the chapel at CRCDS!) Unlike Cornell, we have 
an adjoining parking lot!!It is worth commenting that the entire first floor of  
the building is used by Ithaca College for their Physical Therapy program. 
This is for the year when the students do practicum work at Strong. Also, the 
former dormitory building is being renovated for a Hope House for the 
American Society. This will be opening this spring. This multi-use approach 
for the buildings is a way in which CRCDS has responded to the changing 
financial situation that has challenged seminaries across the country.
-Kate Merriman 
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A THANK YOU 

FOR RELIEF KITS

It’s been a couple months now 

since the devastating 

earthquake hit Haiti. You 

could not turn on the TV 

without seeing photographs of 

the devastation, headlines 

announcing destruction and 

calls for help.

What started as the senior 

high Sunday school class’ 

desire to act was joined by the 

Benevolence Committee and 

the FPCU Global Family 

Committee. Various groups 

(UPW), families and 

individuals within the church, 

and a few individuals not 

from our church, joined in the 

effort to assemble hygiene and 

baby kits.

In the weeks that followed, we 

heard less about Haiti, other 

disasters happened, news 

headlines again focused on 

our economy, but energy and 

focus of  our church did not 

waver. Within a few short 

weeks 29 baby care kits and 

27 hygiene kits were gathered.

MANY MANY thanks to 

all who joined in the 

effort to assemble the 

kits! -Deb Regnier



College Life: Audrey Bialke
I am currently attending SUNY Fredonia, which is about 3 hours away 
from Trumansburg. I am very much enjoying my spring semester! I am 
currently majoring in Visual Arts, with a concentration in Drawing and 
Painting. I am also hoping to pick up an English minor. I was toying 
with the idea of  being a Graphic designer, but I have come to realize 
that I am much more passionate about painting than any other art 
form. 

This semester my favorite class is Drawing and Painting I, but Life 
Drawing I is a close second. Drawing and Painting focuses on the 
painting and rendering of  still life’s, and Life Drawing concentrates on 
the human figure. I am also taking an introductory sculpture class, 
which has been a bit more challenging due to my lack of  experience 
with 3-dimensional form. I am also taking Art History: Prehistory to 
1400s, and Medieval Thought, which delves into the philosophical 
ideas present in the Middle Ages. 

I am now comfortably adjusted to college life. I have been lucky with 
roommates; for the first semester I had a wonderful roommate. 
Unfortunately, she switched schools, but I was lucky to get another 
fantastic roommate! I am able to keep my dorm room relatively clean, 
and have only been locked out of  my room a handful of  times. The 
campus food… is campus food, and generally is quite good. I have 
limited my fried food intake, so I haven’t had to worry about the 
freshman 15. 

I just had Spring Break, and that is a bit of  bad thing, because it was a taste of  
summer, and consequently made it harder to go back to school. Break was very 
enjoyable, despite the vast amount of  homework. This semester is a lot harder 
than last semester, because I have three studio classes versus two, but I think I will 
manage just fine. - Audrey Bialke
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TENT

SCHOLARSHIP

College bound?!Need money? Each 

year a scholarship is given to a 

college-bound high school senior by 

the tent committee. This scholarship 

is given on behalf  of  the First 

Presbyterian Church in memory of! 

three men who were instrumental in 

establishing this scholarship: George 

Dyke, Gordon Brown, and Rev. Tom 

Lange. The award is given to those 

seniors who have demonstrated the 

kind of  community service, church 

and school participation that these 

men displayed. Application forms are 

available at http://www.fpcu.info/

scholarship.htm, from the church 

office and from the TCS High School 

guidance office. For further 

information, contact:

! Jerry Van Orden!387-6546

! Neil Shallish 387-5890

! Bill Kappel 387-5285

Completed scholarship 

applications must be returned 

to First Presbyterian Church by 

the April 15th deadline.

http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info


Dear Friends,
As we come to the end of  this year’s 40-day Lenten journey, it is 
time to ask yourself  how you have grown closer to God during 
this time. If  you gave up something for Lent, has it made you 
more mindful of  how often you had been doing that activity? If  
you have taken on a new activity, what difference has that made 
in your life? How has either giving up or taking on something 
new made you more aware of  God? In worship, we talked about 
the “Daily Examen” in which each day, week, or even year, you 
look at what has happened during that time and look for the 
places where you have seen God at work and where you have felt 
absent from God. Our Confirmation Class has been doing this 
each week and the members have discovered that when you make this a practice, 
you find yourself  looking for God’s activity all around. How about you: do you look for the ways God is at work in 
the world every day and celebrate what you see?

The final week of  Lent, Holy Week, begins for us this year with a Palm Sunday Procession on March 28 as the 
Trumansburg Area Churches hosts a parade! Everyone will get palm branches to wave as we walk around the 
block with friends from Epiphany Episcopal Church, First Baptist Church, Trumansburg United Methodist 
Church, St. James Catholic Church and other members of  the community. Meet here at FPCU at 9 a.m. sharp as 
we begin with The Blessing of  the Palms.!After the parade, we will return here for worship during which our 
Children/Youth and Sr. High/Adult Choirs will sing and the Bell Choir will play.

Join us on Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel for a shared Dish-to-Pass supper followed by the 
celebration of  communion as we remember Jesus’ Last Supper. Please bring a dish to share and your own table 
service.!This is a special time together, appropriate for all ages, and we hope you will plan to celebrate it with us.!

On Good Friday, April 2, the FPCU sanctuary will be open from noon to 3 p.m. for anyone who would like a 
quiet place for prayer and reflection. In addition, there will be a Good Friday Service at Epiphany at noon and a 
Stations of  the Cross Service at St. James at 7 p.m.

On Easter Sunday, April 4, Pastor Cheryl and members of  FPCU will lead the 7 a.m. Trumansburg Area 
Churches’ Sunrise Service at Cayuga Lake North Point in the Pavilion.!Dress warmly for this service, even though 
it will be inside and there will be a fire.!The 10 a.m. Worship Service here in the FPCU sanctuary will be full of  
celebration, including special Brass and Organ music. Our Easter focus will be on worship and there will be no 
Sunday School that day.

Please invite your friends to come worship with us as we celebrate Holy Week and the Resurrection of  Jesus 
Christ.

Blessings,

Pastor Cheryl
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Highlights from Session
Have you wondered what goes on at Session meetings? Session 

meets at least once a month usually on the second Wednesday. 

We met several times in the month of February, but not on our 

regular meeting night due to snow. 

• We had special meetings to examine and welcome new 

members Karla Ferguson, Katherine Perti and Darrick 

Evensen.

• We’ve welcomed several new members this year, and 

baptized several people as well. They include: Karla 

Ferguson (Baptized and joined by Affirmation of Faith on 

January 10), Helen Grant (Baptized on January 10), Darrick  

Evensen (joined by Reaffirmation of Faith on February 14), 

Katherine Perti (joined by Reaffirmation of Faith on 

February 14) and Tyler Kraus (joined by Affirmation of 

Faith on March 14).

• Due to our change in fiscal year running from July to June, 

we decided that elders serving on the class of 2010 would be 

complete their terms in June 2010. This will keep our Elder 

term transitions in line with our fiscal year.

• Gregg Hoffmire is holding meetings to decide what to do and 

when to do it on the kitchen project. If you have thoughts 

please let him know.

• Caring and Benevolence and youth ministry were grateful for the “Souper Bowl” donations. They collected 

$315 and 150 food items. Nice job!

• We elected David Priester for another year as Treasurer and Kris Alling as Clerk.

• Ash Wednesday service was attended by about 12 folks and they were rewarded with music by Doris Dunlap 

and Neil Alling and words of wisdom from Pastor Cheryl.

• We chose chairs for Ministry Teams. You will see the results on the bulletin board near the office (along with 

the complete list of Session members) and on page 8 of this newsletter.

• We have a baptism coming up in April. The confirmation class is a nice group of nine children and their 

parents. It is always exciting to see growth in the church! -Kris Alling

2 Milli Tubbs 

2 Melanie Andrew 

6 Alice Ploss 

9 Louis Kirkman

12 Amy Dawson 

13 Dave Schneider 

13 Jerry Kraus 

14 Ben Bartishevich 

16 Anne Bialke 

24 Martha Dickson 

25 Judy Riley 

27 Nancy Van Orden
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Senior High
The Senior High 

Youth Group 

would like to 

thank the 

congregation for 

purchasing 

flowering plants, 

and helping to 

raise money to 

purchase 

landscaping plants for the Habitat house 

in Lansing.

In April, the Senior High Youth Group 

will start planning a youth led worship 

service.We will meet on Sunday April 

18th during Sunday School to plan 

the May 23rd service. 

-Debby Koehler

Who Has an April Birthday?



This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.
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We’re Going Green!
We're going to be distributing 
the Grapevine newsletter pri-
marily online, starting with 
our first issue this Fall. The 
newsletter will be published on 
our Web site, and you can find 
out when it's available by sub-
scribing to our Facebook group 
or e-mail distribution list.

If  you would still like to receive a printed copy, 
you may still do so by sending your name and 
mailing address to us. We ask that you also in-
clude a $20 check to help defray the annual cost 
of  printing and mailing the newsletter.

If  you have any issues with the cost, please contact the 
church office at (607) 387-8185: we would love to talk 
with you, and ensure that you're able to learn more 
about the life of  the church through the newsletter.

Thank You, Elders!
Pastor Cheryl,!our Session and the congregation of  
FPCU would like to thank our!Elders who have recently 
completed their current service on Session: Barbara 

Melvin, Diana Bradham, Sally Priester, Bill Kolberg 
and Jerry VanOrden.

Bill Kolberg and Jerry VanOrden are returning to Ses-
sion for another term of  service, joined by new Elders 
Eric!deJager, Bobbi Farrell and John Kirkman.

We are!deeply grateful to all those who accept the re-
sponsibility and joy of  serving the church as Elders.

Ministry Team Chairs
When we changed our fiscal year from January-December 
to July-June, we also changed the name of  our commit-
tees over to Ministry Teams.

Below is a list of  our Ministry Team chairs:

" Caring & Benevolence: Karen Perkins

" Congregational Life: Scott Dawson 

" Music & Worship: Allison Pritts 

" Christian Education: Deb Regnier 

" Membership & Stewardship: TBD 

" Buildings & Properties: Jerry Van Orden 

" Personnel: Bill Kolberg 

" Finance: Eric deJager
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