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z Linda Andrew - An Interview z
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Linda was born in Buffalo, N.Y. and 

grew up in Western New York. She 

graduated from Elba Central School 

in 1960 and attended Bryant and 

Stratton Business Institute in Buffalo 

and completed the Office 

Specialization course.

Her first job was at Cornell in the 

Department of  Floriculture and 

Ornamental Horticulture. She met 

Allen while working at Cornell. He 

was working at the Statler as a chef.

They were married on Groundhog’s 

Day in 1963 and lived in the Kappa 

Alpha Fraternity House where Allen 

was the cook for the fraternity. They 

moved to Rochester where Allen was  

employed by the Treadway Inn, and 

their oldest son Scott was born. They 

moved back to Trumansburg in 1964 

and lived in Allen’s family home. 

Scott is married to Melanie and has 

2 children (7 and 3 ! yrs. old). 

Melanie also has a 13 year-old 

daughter. Their two other sons were 

born in Ithaca. David is married to 

Michele and has 3 children (16, 14 

and 10) and Michael is married to 

CeeCee (they have several small animals 

which CeeCee says are Linda’s four-footed 

grandchildren).

Linda joined FPCU in 1965 and 

became the church secretary when 

the church de-federated and has 

worked here ever since. She has 

worked with several pastors, the 

longest-serving being Tom Lange.

She now works with Pastor Cheryl 

(who she says is a delight to work with). 

She served as an Elder and as Clerk 

of  Session for several years. She is 

now on the Music and Worship 

Ministry Team, where she also 

served as the Chair many years ago. 

She is often seen in the kitchen with 

Mary Ellen Johnson washing dishes 

after church coffee hour. 

She worked for Martin Luster in his 

law office, first part-time and later 

becoming full-time. When Martin 

ran and won the race to be our 

representative in the Assembly, she 

went with him to work in the NYS 

Assembly office. She worked 25+ 

years for Marty. 

When Assemblyman Luster retired, 

she worked two more years for 

Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton and 

then retired at the age of  62.

She has been involved with the Relay 

for Life for ten years, two as team 

captain, and is always looking for 

people to walk with her team, which 

consists mostly of  family, Kate 

Merriman and Judy Riley (when she 

was living here).

Before Allen became sick, Linda 

volunteered at the library. Linda 

volunteers at our local food pantry 

with Dottie Manheim, ordering food 

and working at the food bank every 

other week.

She keeps busy taking care of  Scott’s  

two children: Mary Elizabeth after 

school every day and Zach two 

afternoons a week after nursery 

school. She also enjoys reading.

Allen passed away in December.  

They would have been married 47 

years in February.

- Interview by Pam Postle

1

the



Young Actors & Actresses

2

MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 

We celebrate birthdays the 

second Sunday of  each month 

during coffee hour. Make 

sure to join us on Sunday, 

May 9th after church to sing 

Happy Birthday and enjoy 

special birthday treats provided 

by the Personnel Ministry 

Team. Learn more about 

what they do and how you can 

be involved talking with any 

member of  this Ministry 

Team.

6 Pam Postle

7 Thomas Lange

13 Karen Bartishevich

15 Joel DeCloux

17 Kevin Pritts

19 Bill Overbaugh

23 Elspeth Peterson

25 Kevin Koehler

28 Steve Little

This March, several FPCU youth participated in 

the Middle School production of  Annie. They in-

cluded: Claire Melvin, Sophie Melvin, Michelle 

Peterson, Kevin Pritts and Wesley Regnier.

There is a progression of  feelings that I believe all 

directors of  Middle School plays go through when 

working on their projects. First, the excitement of  

the choice: the announcement! After ordering the 

materials from New York, the anticipation of  

their arrival is palpable. Then rehearsals begin. 

The real work begins. Some days go well, some 

days don't. Missing kids, scheduling conflicts ... it 

makes you wonder why you ever thought about 

doing this again...

In the beginning, you have a hard time imagin-

ing how it will ever come together. But slowly 

things do. Scenes gel. Musical numbers are 

learned and rehearsed again and again. Parents 

get involved and then the magic begins. Props 

appear. Sets are built. Costumes are sewn. The 

kids get "off  book." Two weeks out, sometimes 

there is extreme panic and sometimes a sense of  

calm. In my experience- a sense of  calm is a 

dangerous thing! With Annie, we had to have 

some epic failures of  scenes and numbers in 

March in order to motivate everyone to really 

knuckle down and take their jobs seriously. The 

director's work has been largely done. Now it's up 

to the kids. We keep tweaking and fixing, but the 

kids have to take it all to heart and really work. 

And with Annie, they did.

I am most impressed by this year's young and in-

experienced cast that worked hard to behave and 

act like little professionals. Their end result was 

one to be proud of. And on a personal note, com-

ing back and directing with Cathryn Sellers after a 

two-year hiatus was like putting on an old favorite 

comfy pair of  shoes! She and I work together well. 

We share ideas and help each other. Our philoso-

phy is, "The best idea in the room wins!" We're like 

peas and carrots. I am so proud of  the kids and got 

a big charge out of  working with them on another 

Middle School show. 

- Alice Ploss

Michelle Peterson

Kevin Pritts

Wesley Regnier

Sophie Melvin

Claire Melvin



“Rummaging Around!”
The annual rummage sale, a 50-year springtime tradition here 
at First Presbyterian, has again come to a successful conclusion. 
From March 22-24, dozens of  people volunteered their time to 
unpack,sort, display and price boxes and bags of  clothing, toys, books, 
and household items. With the assistance of  even more volunteers, sale 
of  these mounds of  donated items began on the evening of  March 25, 
and continued through March 27.!At noon on the final day of  sales, still 
more volunteers arrived at the Chapel to pack up all remaining items 
for delivery to the Salvation Army.!By 2 p.m. the chapel was swept, and 
all the usual furniture back into place, the Presbyterian Women's group 
having banked over $2,800 in receipts.

The money garnered by this fundraiser is used by the group to fund 
various designated missions such as the fair trade coffee used at church 
functions, Camp Whitman scholarships for our children, and 
contributions to the church's general fund.!In addition to the funds, it 
gives us an opportunity to open our doors to the general public, and 
offer a service that is well appreciated in the community.!It also gives all 
volunteers an opportunity to spend time working with other members of 
their church family.

Despite what sometimes 
becomes long hours of  hard 
work, people enjoy the time 
spent together.

This event could not happen 
without the generous 
donations from so many in 
the congregation, and the 
equally generous donation 
of  time and effort from so 

many volunteers (this year over 40).

Of  course, the fact that we buy used items from each other at this event 
is also helpful for the bottom line.!Thanks to all!

- Amy Erickson
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In Thanks
To All our Church Family: 

Thank you so very much for 

your prayers, caring and 

support at the time of  our loss. !

To Cheryl for the beautiful 

service and Doris for the 

music. Also to the women for 

the food and the prayer shawl 

that DeeDee was given. We 

greatly appreciate all of  you.

The Bowers Family

The Family of  Margaret 

Miller thanks you for your very 

generous contribution of  

assorted cookies and breads at 

the time of  her death. 

Everyone at the gathering 

enjoyed them immensely. !

thank you again.

Sincerely,

The Miller Family



Pentecost
Dear Friends, 

Spring is in the air and as the 
weather begins to warm, the 
trees flower and the flowers 
blossom, people feel a sense of  
renewal. In the church year, we 
are in the middle of  the Easter 
season, which began on April 4 
with Easter Sunday and ends 
on May 23 with Pentecost. 
Pentecost is fifty days after 
Easter and celebrates the Holy 
Spirit coming to the disciples 
as Jesus had promised them. 
Pentecost is also known as the 
birthday of  the church.  

On this special day, we will 
celebrate with a Youth-Led 
Worship. Our Youth will lead 
us in all areas of  the service as 
we celebrate endings and 
beginnings. Our graduating 
Seniors will have a special 
place in the service as they give 
us the message for the day.  
Youth who have been a part of 
our Confirmation Class will be 
welcomed as new members of  
FPCU as they make their 
Affirmations of  Faith and join 
the church.  

Every youth who would like to 
take part in the service will 
have a part and we will work 
with everyone to make sure 
you are comfortable in your 
part. If  you or your youth has 
not already been involved in 
the planning, please contact 
me to find out the ways you 
can take part.

Because Pentecost is such an 
inclusive celebration, we want 
every one of  all ages to be able 
to have an active role in this 
service and so we need your 

help. If  possible, please wear 
the colors of  fire (red, orange, 
yellow, maybe even blue or white) to 
worship that day to remind us 
of  the flames that appeared 
above the heads of  the 
believers as the Holy Spirit 
entered them. We’d also like to 
invite you to take part by 
letting us know about ways you 
pray for the holy Spirit to work 
in and through the church. We 
will have paper doves 
representing the Holy Spirit in 
church for you to write your 
hopes and prayers for the 
church on for the weeks before 
the service and we will include 
what you write in our service. 

Pentecost is a very joyful and 
surprising day and one that I 
think you will want to make 
sure that you celebrate with us. 
If  you’ve been wanting to 
invite friends to join you in 
worship, it’s a great day to do 
so as we discover some of  the 
ways God is at work in our 
lives here at FPCU. I hope to 
see you there! - Pastor Cheryl
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FELLOWSHIP 

OPPORTUNITY
Sign up in the Chapel for 

this "one great hour of shar-

ing" - fellowship, fun, and a 

little exercise with the 

greatest tent crew that ever 

raised a tent. For details, 

contact Chuck Dunlap. Pro-

ceeds from the tent crew 

fund our George Dyke, 

Gordon Brown and Rever-

end Tom Lange Memorial 

Scholarship. 

Want to learn more? Visit 

http://www.fpcu.info/tent.htm

Thanks everyone! 

-Chuck Dunlap, Tentmaster

Interested in bringing treats 
for Coffee hour?

Sign up in the Chapel. You can bake 
treats, make coffee, or bring things 
that don!t need baking - like fruit, 
crackers & cheese, or purchased 
baked goods. Consider helping with 
this special fellowship time. Ques-
tions? Ask Scott Dawson after 
church or call him at 279-7173.

http://www.fpcu.info/tent.htm
http://www.fpcu.info/tent.htm


Session Highlights
Our Session met on March 14 and again on April 14. We 
talked about several items:

• We examined and welcomed new members Tyler 
Kraus and Susan Wolfanger.

• Congregational Life told us about Vitamin L and 
the dish-to-pass supper on April 27th.

• We have had three deaths in the congregation and 
three requests for baptism.

• Barbara Melvin, John Kirkman, and Kris Alling 
were appointed to various positions needed by the 
finance committee. 

• The confirmation class is ten children and their 
parents. It is always exciting to see growth in the 
church. They will be examined and join the church 
later this spring.

• We approved vacation time for Pastor Cheryl from 
May 24 – June 7.

• John Kirkman will lead the Stewardship ministry this 
year.

• The Nominating Committee, headed by Cindy 
DeCloux will be looking for Elders to join Session in 
July.

• Because the change in the fiscal year to July – June we 
will be gearing up for budgeting.

Please feel free to contact any member of  the Session if  
you have suggestions, ideas, interests that we can help you 
bring to fruition. Thanks! -Kris Alling
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Vacation Bible School 2010

Join us each morning from August 9-12 
as we travel to Egypt to learn about 
Joseph’s journey. We’ll meet Joseph and 
learn about his life, shop in Egypt’s 
marketplace shops, sing songs, enjoy 
snacks, games and more! Invite your 
friends and family to attend.

Are you interested in helping us prepare 
materials? Attending? Would you like to 
help the week of  the camp? We have 
opportunities for everyone, whatever 
your talent. Watch for bulletin and email 
announcements to learn more. 

If  you are interested in learning more, 
please contact Amy Dawson 387-7031,  
amy@emoticakes.com 

Communion & Home Visits
The Sacrament of  Holy Communion is available to those 

who are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise unable to 

attend worship at FPCU. Anyone who would like to request 

Communion and/or a visit by the pastor (for yourself, or for a 

family member who is not able to make the request for her/

himself) may do so by contacting Pastor Cheryl at 

387-8185 or fpcu@zoom-dsl.com.

mailto:fpcu@zoom-dsl.com
mailto:fpcu@zoom-dsl.com


This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.
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We’re Going Green!
We're going to be distributing 
the Grapevine newsletter pri-
marily online, starting with 
our first issue this Fall. The 
newsletter will be published on 
our Web site, and you can find 
out when it's available by sub-
scribing to our Facebook group 
or e-mail distribution list.

If  you would still like to receive a printed copy, 
you may still do so by sending your name and 
mailing address to us. We ask that you also in-
clude a $20 check to help defray the annual cost 
of  printing and mailing the newsletter.

If  you have any issues with the cost, please contact the 
church office at (607) 387-8185: we would love to talk 
with you, and ensure that you're able to learn more 
about the life of  the church through the newsletter.

Join Us on Facebook
Joining our Facebook group is an excellent 
way to keep in touch with FPCU and find 
out what’s new! To join, simply go to our 

church home page at www.fpcu.info and look for the 
Facebook icon in the right column. See you there! 

Texting & Driving
Two of  our church 
members were on 
vacation when they 
happened upon the 
ever popular sign say-
ing

“Honk if  you 
love Jesus!”
Then they laughed 
out loud when the 
noticed the second 
part of  the sign: 

“Text while driv-
ing if  you want 
to meet him.”
In these days of  smart phones and all the time commu-
nication, this sign helps us all to remember to drive 
safely and refrain from texting while driving.
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