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GRAPEVINE
z Kate Merriman - An Interview z

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION.
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Kate Merriman joined the church in 

1982 amid unusual circumstances, 

since she knew the Langes for many 

years. A native Ithacan (rare!), her 

father was on the faculty at Cornell, 

teaching in what was then called the 

department of  Speech and Drama 

(now known as Theatre Arts) and running 

the Cornell Cinema. Tom Lange was a 

student, and worked for Kate’s father 

at the Cinema. Typically, Tom became 

a good friend of  the family, along with 

Carolyn, also a student at Cornell. 

When Kate’s dad took a 5-month 

sabbatical in Europe (Kate was a 9th 

grader, and studied on her own during the 

trip) Tom was their house-sitter, 

complete with car and Siamese cats to 

care for.

The connections continued, and after 

Tom and Carolyn returned from his 

years in seminary in Iowa they stayed 

with Kate and her family while they 

looked for Tom’s first church. They 

ended up in Spencer, and then several 

years later Tom answered the call to 

become the pastor here in 

Trumansburg. Meanwhile, Kate 

attended Cornell, studying 

architecture for 2 years but ending up 

with a degree in Art History. Not long 

after graduating she moved to 

Vermont for a few years, married 

fellow Cornellian and Ithacan Jim 

Warren, and eventually returned to 

the area, this time settling in 

Trumansburg. Jim’s connections with 

Tom Lange went even further back, 

since his father had grown up in 

Bronxville, NY, also Tom’s childhood 

home. Jim’s uncle had been Tom’s Boy 

Scout leader!

Kate did not grow up “in the church” 

but has memories of  going to Sunday 

School occasionally with friends, and 

attending “release time religious 

education” (remember those days?) in the 

Lutheran Church on Oak Avenue in 

Ithaca. Students in 4th through 6th 

grade walked from school one 

afternoon a week, on their own, and 

had a religious education class, then 

walked back to school for dismissal. 

Kate especially remembers great 

discussions in the 6th grade class, led 

by an officer from the Salvation Army. 

In high school she sometimes attended 

the Presbyterian Church in Ithaca with 

a relative. She describes herself  as 

always being open and seeking more 

than meets the eye spiritually. 

Becoming a member of  the church as 

an adult was a joy, and she has so 

appreciated being part of  this church 

family. She has served on Session and 

taught Sunday school. She currently is 

on the Caring and Benevolence 

ministry team and is also on the board 

of  the Protestant Cooperative Ministry 

at Cornell. Being a part of  the Geneva 

Presbytery mission trip to Gautier 

Mississippi in 2006 (along with Ron 

MacLean, Pam Postle, and Dan Schreher) 

was a wonderful faith-building 

experience.

At about the same time that she joined 

the church Kate began graduate 

studies at Cornell in Historic 

Preservation Planning. One of  her 

classes involved doing research on the 

history of  buildings in various 

communities, and when she took the 

class they researched part of  

Trumansburg. The following summer 

she was hired to complete the work 

(continued on page 2)
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WORSHIP AT 
THE LAKE

During July and August, the 

Trumansburg Area Council of  

Churches sponsors a morning 

service on shores of  Cayuga Lake.

At 8 a.m. each Sunday in July 

and August, bring a lawn chair 

or blanket and enjoy the beauty 

of  Cayuga Lake during worship. 

The service is held at 

Taughannock Falls State Park’s 

North Point. Open offerings 

benefit the Trumansburg Area 

Council of  Churches, while 

offerings given in your home 

church's envelope will be 

delivered to your home church. 

... AND ENJOY 

BREAKFAST BY THE 

BEACH ...
The summer schedule for who’s 

leading each service is being 

finalized (see fpcu.info for the 

latest), but Cheryl is leading the 

service on July 25. This will be a 

special morning for FPCU: there 

will be no uptown service that 

day, so bring a picnic breakfast to 

the lake for post-service 

fellowship! Please bring extra 

so others that are there can be 

invited to join with us!

(Kate Merriman, from page 1) that had 

been done on the whole village. She 

interviewed many home owners and 

photographed many of  the homes, 

completing the forms that documented 

their history and architecture.

Needing to make a different career 
decision, Kate then went to Syracuse 

University for 2 years, studying social 
work. After completing her MSW, she 

was employed by the Teen Pregnancy 

and Parenting Program, and since 
1990 has worked in a variety of  roles 

for Seneca County. In her work with 
children in the schools she spent a lot 

of  time in Seneca Falls and in the 

South Seneca Elementary School. She 
has also been an alpine ski instructor 

at Greek Peak for 15 years (2 winters 
full-time), predominantly teaching 

children. Kate has been involved with 

every Grassroots Festival (this year is the 
20th), and has coordinated the 

volunteers who do the trash and 
recycling cleanup during and after the 

event for many years. She proudly 

claims the title of  “Trash Tzarina”, 
and loves working with her 100+ 

volunteers of  all ages, from many 
places and life experiences. Kate has 

also been a faithful member of  my 

Relay for Life team for many years. 

Last fall Kate began a new adventure, 

finally responding to the call to the 
ministry, enrolling at Colgate 

Rochester Crozer Divinity School in 

Rochester. She has completed a year of 
full-time study, and this summer will 

be starting her supervised ministry 
doing chaplain work with the Spiritual 

Care Department at Cayuga Medical. 

Her hope is to do chaplaincy work in 
medical and/or end-of-life facilities or 

in other “secular” settings.

Kate has two sons, and is still amazed 

at having Columbia now living in 

Ithaca because his fiancée Jura joined 
the Cornell faculty a year ago. A 

lawyer (University of  Vermont and 
University of  Virginia Law School), he will 

be starting a job at Cornell this July. 

Colin, an industrial designer, 

graduated from Wentworth Institute of 
Technology in Boston last August.

He continues to live in Boston and is 
working at Trader Joe’s. Kate’s 

significant other, Rich Flaville, works 

as a chemical dependency counselor at 
Tully Hill (an inpatient facility), 

attends Lansing United Methodist 
Church (Bill Gottshalk-Fielding has 

been the pastor there, and was here in 

Trumansburg in the 1990’s), and is 
Kate’s best ski student!

Kate wants to thank everyone who has  
been so supportive of  her new life 

direction, and appreciates the 

questions, the listening, the prayers, 
and hopes to be able to continue 

sharing the wonders of  her 
experiences with all of  you, Brothers 

and Sisters in Christ! - by Linda Andrew
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BLANKETS+

8,000 groups across 

the U.S. hold 
Blankets+ events, 

providing funds to help 
people around the world, including the 

USA.

Church World Service (CWS) provides  
blankets, tents, food and other 

emergency supplies in the wake of  a 
disaster. They provide tools and seeds 

returning refugees to replant their 

fields. In drought-prone areas, newly-
dug wells provide clean, safe water to 

drink and irrigate crops and gardens. 
They also provide literacy training for 

women struggling to realize their 

potential. This year as the rainy season 
moves in on Haiti with hurricane 

season soon to follow, the needs there 
remain great. Blankets+ Sunday 

will be on Father's Day, June 20. 

Let us honor our fathers by responding 
to this appeal by CWS.

- Caring and Benevolence, Karen Perkins
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Dear Friends,

It has been a year since John and I came to be a part of  

the FPCU family and what a year it has been! From last 

summer’s Barn Service, to worship services at the lake 

followed by our town services throughout the summer, 

to VBS, the tent ministry and the Guatemala Mission 

trip, the summer was filled with fun and opportunities 

to share our faith in our community here in the village 

and in the world. In the fall we welcomed Andrew 

Mattfeld as our Music Director and we celebrated my Installation here as your Pastor. 

Our Youth began planning events with the youth of  the other churches in the 

community and we learned about all the wonderful things that happened on the 

Guatemala trip from those who went on the trip. Renovations were done in the 

church office and work was done to the roof  of  the sanctuary and the outside of  the 

chapel. Our Sunday School teachers began a new year of  building disciples and we 

walked with our friends to raise money through the CROP Walk. As the holidays 

came around our FPCU family had Thanksgiving breakfast together and we manned 

the Food Pantry. December brought the TAC Christmas Concert, the Progressive 

Christmas Party, the UPW giving to the Christmas Bureau, the Alternative Giving 

Opportunities and the Joy Gift Offering. In worship, we celebrated Advent with 

families of  the congregation leading the Advent wreath lighting and Christmas Eve 

services welcoming the community to celebrate the birth of  Christ.  Winter can be 

dreary but not here at FPCU as we enjoyed the Winter Picnic at the Farrell’s and 

Chili Night. M.E.T., our adult Sunday School class began new studies and our 

Confirmands and their parents began to meet together. Volunteers kept the snow 

removed so we could get to church and we began a new ministry through FPCU’s 

Global Family. In response to the earthquake in Haiti our youth and Care and 

Benevolence Ministry Team helped the congregation to collect hygiene and baby kits 

as well as money to make a difference in the lives of  those who were affected. Ash 

Wednesday ushered in Lent and through that time we had a Lenten Adult Book 

study. Once again, our UPW led the congregation in a successful Rummage Sale to 

raise money to use in ministry opportunities. Holy Week began with a Palm Sunday 

walk with the other churches in the community and then all week we immersed 

ourselves in the Holy Week activities of  the community. We celebrated Easter at the 

lake in leading the TAC Sunrise service and then here at FPCU in a glorious service. 

In May our youth led worship on Pentecost and at that time we celebrated those of  

our youth joining the church and our senior high graduates. Since this time last year, 

we have welcomed into our church family: John Peeples, Nikolas Nelson, Christian 

Baur, Karla Ferguson, Darrick Evensen, Katherine Perti, Tyler Kraus, Susan 

Wolfanger, Peter Wolfanger, Chad Andrew, Zachary Spott, Meghan Kraus, Kevin 

Pritts, Wesley Regnier, Calvin Henninger, and Sophie Melvin. Last June I asked, 

“What brings you joy about FPCU and what do you want to share with those around you about this 

congregation and how God is worshipped here?” I haven’t even begun to tell you all the things  

that have happened here in the last year which have brought me joy: this is only a 

small sample. Knowing that, I can’t wait to see what will come next in our life here as 

we continue in our ministries. So many people are a part of  all the great things 

happening here daily and I am so thankful for everyone who has chosen to be on this 

journey of  faith with us here at FPCU. You cause God joy! Blessings – Pastor Cheryl
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FPCU GLOBAL FAMILY

Those who attended the Dish-

to-Pass dinner in the chapel on 

Tuesday April 27, not only 

enjoyed a delicious dinner (as 

usual) but also were entertained 

by a great group of  young 

people called VITAMIN L.  

This collection of  very talented 

youth sang and danced their 

way through an hour of  songs 

with meaningful and spiritual 

lyrics that always carried a 

positive message. This group of  

entertainers included FPCU’s 

own Geoff  and Michele 

Peterson!

Since their performance, some 

have inquired about sending a 

donation to Vitamin L. If  you 

would like to do this, please 

contact Ron Mac Lean.

The wonderful words from this 

group reflected Christian values 

of  accepting all of  us for who 

we are no matter where we live , 

what we look like or what color 

we are, being concerned for 

people everywhere.

Vitamin L exemplifies the 

purpose behind the creation of  

the FPCU Global Family 

Ministries: we are not just a 

family in Trumansburg, we are a 

family of  the world. As such, we 

carry the responsibility to be 

concerned for the welfare of  all 

global family members.

Are you involved with efforts to 

improve the lives of  folks in our 

area or around the world? 

Perhaps you’d like to have help 

getting that word out for more 

of  us to know about. We’d like 

to hear from you. Perhaps you 

would like to join our ministry.

Contact Elspeth Peterson, Ron 

Mac Lean, Ariel Regnier or 

Pastor Cheryl.



Worship at the Barn!
Please join us July 11 at 10 a.m. at the Bartishevich’s home. This informal outdoor service (indoors in 
the barn if  raining) is a wonderful opportunity for us for worship and fellowship. This year, we will have 
a very quick annual meeting after the service, before lunch, to mark the change in our church year from 
January/December to June/July. Then, join in fun fellowship in the sun (yes, we’ve ordered sun!)

Directions to 7615 Willow Creek Road: From Trumansburg, take 96 south, turning left on 
Taughannock Park Road.!Follow this meandering road to Gorge Road, which is the first left past the 
north Taughannock Park entrance.!The farm is located at the intersection of  Gorge and Willow Creek 
Roads.!For those of  us with limitations in walking, enter the driveway on Gorge Road by the large red 
barn with the Pine Cliff  Farms sign, and park as directed. The rest will find plenty of  parking on the 
sides of  both Gorge and Willow Creek Roads. For assistance with transportation, call Amy Erickson at 
532-4865.

Lawn chairs and casual dress are recommended for the service.!Your own table service and a dish-to-pass 
are recommended (see the sign-up sheet as the date approaches) for the excellent and plentiful picnic 
lunch to follow.!Drinks are provided. As always, we thank the Bartishevich family for their generosity in 
hosting this event.!Hope to see everyone there! - Scott Dawson

SUMMER 

BIRTHDAYS 

We celebrate birthdays 

the second Sunday of  

each month during 

coffee hour. Be sure 

to join us on 

Sunday, June 13 right 

after church to sing 

Happy Birthday and 

enjoy special birthday 

treats provided by the 

Session.

2 Audrey Bialke

2 Julia Bialke

2 Madeline Bialke

11 Max Koehler

18 Andrew Peterson

18 Eric Wessels

19 Matt Ploss

25 Paul Bartishevich

26 Kira deCoudres

27 Aaron deJager

27 Jay Bartishevich

3 Geoffrey Peterson

4 Fourth of  July

10 Eden Jonascu

11 Scott Dawson

15 Jeanette Little

25 John Peeples

26 Ginny Miller

28 Bruce Babcock

29 Allison Pritts

2 Chuck Dunlap

6 Dennis DeCloux

8 Will Metro

9 Marvin Pritts

9 Lori Schneider

11 Dan Schreher

13 Tom Overbaugh

21 Amanda Riley

24 Jane Selover

28 Calvin Henniger

29 Barb Melvin



From Membership & Stewardship
Summer's over already? The snow is falling soon?

No! But it may seem that way, as our stewardship season is getting in to full 

swing now. At our annual meeting in January, we shifted our fiscal year to 

begin in July and end in June. What this means is that, at the end of  June, we 

end a fiscal "half  year".

Many of  our members pledged for the entire year (through December). 

However, with our new “pledge season” starting now, it may be confusing to 

be asked for pledges when only half  of  the last pledge term has passed.!We 

would like to have new or updated pledges on which we can plan for our next 

12 months, from July through June of  next year.

As you consider your current pledge and your commitment to FPCU for the 

new July, 2010!- June, 2011!fiscal year, we on the Membership and 

Stewardship Ministry Team would like to offer two suggestions for your 

pledge:

• Consider making an!“updated” pledge!to the church for the full 12-month 

fiscal year from July to June. Your new pledge would disregard the second 

half  of  your existing pledge.

• Make a pledge for only January to June of  next year, while continuing 

your pledge commitment through this calendar year as you planned last 

Fall.

Of  course, you may continue to pledge with whatever frequency works for 

you: please do bear with us as we make our fiscal calendar updates.

We are incredibly grateful and blessed to have a vibrant, giving congregation. 

We would like to add that we know our church has many very fulfilling ways 

for people to be of  service in the name of  Christ, and that donations of  

money are only one of  those services. We express gratitude for everyone’s 

gifts: they help us fulfill the mission of  the church, and reward us all as we 

congregate and share in God’s work.

Stay tuned to your mailbox for more information in the upcoming 

stewardship letter.

Thank you from Membership and Stewardship!

- John Kirkman
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Haiti Still Hurts
This was the title of  an article 

in an April issue of  USA 

Weekend. “Three months after a 

7.0 magnitude earthquake killed at 

least 218,000 and left 1.3 million 

without shelter, Haiti’s need for 

housing and medical care remains 

staggering.  Rebuilding costs are 

estimated to be as much as $14 

billion.”

Your continued financial 

support is important. To 

donate via Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance visit online 

at, www.pcusa.org/pda, call 

(800) 872-3283 or mail to 

PC(USA), PO Box 6437000, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700, 

reference # DR000064

Thank You!
The Senior High youth group 

would like to thank the Caring 

and Benevolence Committee 

for the generous donation to 

the landscaping fund for the 

Habitat house.

We now have $250 to 
purchase plants for 
the house in Lansing.

The Landscaping project has 

been postponed from May and 

will take place as soon as we 

can obtain 

clean fill to 

begin planting.

- Deb Koehler

http://www.pcusa.org/pda
http://www.pcusa.org/pda


Finance Update
As of  April 2010
Here is a brief  update from the Finance Ministry Team on the current state of  

our finances. Our bank account balances remain at healthy levels and our 

endowments are beginning to show signs of  growth again. Year to date, our 

receipts (income) are $42,150, a growth of  7% over the same period last year! As  

expected and budgeted, our expenses have also grown now that we have a full 

time pastor. Total expenses to date are -$40,707, an increase of  16%. While we 

are under budget on expenses, we are currently projecting a shortfall at the end 

of  12 months of  $4,843. Please consider this as you renew your pledge for the 

new fiscal year starting in July.

This summer we will undertake two important updates to our buildings: a 

remodel of  our kitchen to expand its usefulness and painting of  the steeple and 

other outside trim. These projects are mostly funded out of  the Forward Fund distributions and our Building 

Contingency fund, but!incremental giving directly to support them is welcome. How can you participate in the upkeep 

of  our buildings and have an immediate impact? Offerings may be made out to "Capital Improvements" (the painting) or 

"Kitchen Renovation Fund".!Any excess funds designated as such will either be retained for future capital improvements or 

returned to the operating budget for other ministry support or expenses. If  you're more interested in contributing for 

longer term benefit, gifts designated to the Forward Fund endowment increase its!potential earnings for future capital 

projects. - Eric de Jager
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AN UPLIFTING 

EXPERIENCE
Well, we didn't get any 

stimulus money, but we 

have been busy in providing 

job opportunities for work-

ers of all ages and skill lev-

els. Won’t you join us for an 

uplifting experience? The 

tent crew schedule for the 

summer is set, and is avail-

able online at the link below. 

Come join us for good fun, 

fellowship and fundraising. 

If you’re interested in rent-

ing the tent, contact Chuck.

Want to learn more? Visit 

http://www.fpcu.info/tent.htm

Thanks everyone! 

-Chuck Dunlap, Tentmaster

COMMUNION & HOME VISITS

The Sacrament of  Holy Communion is available to those who are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise 

unable to attend worship at FPCU. Anyone who would like to request Communion and/or a visit by the 

pastor (for yourself, or for a family member who is not able to make the request for her/himself) may do so 

by contacting Pastor Cheryl at 387-8185 or fpcu@zoom-dsl.com.

mailto:fpcu@zoom-dsl.com
http://www.fpcu.info/tent.htm
http://www.fpcu.info/tent.htm
mailto:fpcu@zoom-dsl.com


Session Highlights
Have you wondered what goes on at 
Session meetings? Session meets at least once 
a month usually on the second Wednesday. We 
met on May 12. - Kris Alling

• We examined and welcomed confirmands 
Zachary Spott and Megan Kraus, who wish to 
join the church. We subsequently examined and 
welcomed Kevin Pritts, Calvin Henninger, and Sophie 
Melvin, and will soon examine Wesley Regnier. These 
youth will join the church on 5/23.

• Music and Worship has been able to fill the 
pulpit for Pastor Cheryl’s well-deserved 
vacation time Kate Merriman and Darrick 
Evensen will each take a turn.

• Congregational Life was excited about the 80+ 
folks that turned out for Vitamin L and the 
dish-to-pass supper on the 27th and are getting 
ready for the July 11 barn service and annual 
meeting.

• John Kirkman and the Stewardship ministry 
are gearing up for this new pledging year. We 
talked about how to make sure everyone is 
aware of  the change in the fiscal year and its 
impact on pledging.

• The Nominating Committee, headed by Cindy 
DeCloux, has found several new Elders to join 
Session in July and are still looking for more.

• We spent the rest of  the time on our budget.

Ministry Teams
Please feel free to contact any member of  the 
Session if  you have suggestions, ideas, interests 
that we can help you bring to fruition.

Our ministry teams are a wonderful way for you 
to get involved in the life of  the church. Want to 
learn more? Contact any of  the team chairs 
below:

• Caring and Benevolence
Karen Perkins

• Congregational Life
Scott Dawson

• Music and Worship
Allison Pritts

• Christian Education
Deb Regnier

• Membership and Stewardship
John Kirkman 

• Buildings and Properties
Jerry Van Orden

• Personnel
Bill Kolberg 

• Finance
Eric de Jager 
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TRUMANSBURG PLAYGROUND

T’burg Needs 500 Volunteers for the Big Build

The new playground will be built Saturday, August 14 and 

volunteers are needed to help with digging, sorting and building the 

playground, food prep, childcare and tool lending. Volunteers are 

also needed the 3 days prior (August 11-13) to help build the 

outdoor classroom. A total of  500 volunteers are needed for this community build project! The new structure 

will replace the existing playground, which is deteriorating. Salvageable materials from the existing playground 

will be saved by the deconstruction contractor to be used in other building projects. The new structure will 

satisfy the issues that Trumansburg Central Schools has had with the existing playground including safety 

concerns, compliance with ADA regulations, transparency issues, and the need for three separate play spaces for 

pre-K/kindergarten, elementary and middle school students. This project also needs donations of  food, shade 

trees and building materials. Please volunteer or make a donation: contact Nancy Bonn at bonn@fltg.net

mailto:bonn@fltg.net
mailto:bonn@fltg.net


This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.
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We’re Going Green!
We're going to be distributing 
the Grapevine newsletter pri-
marily online, starting with 
our first issue this Fall. The 
newsletter will be published on 
our Web site, and you can find 
out when it's available by sub-
scribing to our Facebook group 
or e-mail distribution list.

If  you would still like to receive a printed copy, 
you may still do so by sending your name and mailing 
address to us: 69 East Main Street, Trumansburg, NY 14886. 
We ask that you also include a $20 check to help defray 
the annual cost of  printing and mailing the newsletter.

If  you have any issues with the cost, please contact the 
church office at (607) 387-8185: we would love to speak 
with you and ensure that you're able to learn more 
about the life of  the church through the newsletter.

Bulletin Announcements
Announcements for Sunday Services are done by Pastor 
Cheryl and Linda Andrew. If  you want to put a message 
in the bulletin, send it to the church at fpcu@zoom-dsl.com 

or contact Linda at the church (387-8185). They need to 
be sent by Wednesday noon so that they are also in-
cluded in the Family News e-mail.

Register Now! Vacation Bible School
Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace

Join us each morning from August 9-12 from 

9:30 to 11:45 a.m. as we travel to Egypt to learn 
about Joseph’s journey. We’ll meet Joseph and learn 
about his life, shop in Egypt’s marketplace shops, sing 
songs, enjoy snacks, games and more! Invite your friends 
and family to attend.

Are you interested in helping us prepare materials? At-
tending? Would you like to help the week of  the camp? 
We have opportunities for everyone, whatever your tal-
ent. Watch for bulletin and email announcements to 
learn more. Interested in learning more? Contact 
Amy Dawson at 387-7031, amy@emoticakes.com. The 
registration form is online at www.fpcu.info. 
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