
GRAPEVINE
z Cheryl and John Peeples - An Interview z

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION.

Editors' Note: This month, we shared ice 
cream sundaes with Cheryl and John Peeples 
and talked about travel, new homes, and other 
aspects of  life in the Finger Lakes!

We understand you're in the late 
stages of  purchasing a new 
home. What are you most 
looking forward to about it? I'm 
looking forward to having my gardens 
again, with flowers, herbs and 
perennials. I'm a "designer" of  
gardens, while John is the "doer" of  
gardens (laughter). Our new house has 
some things we're not used to - like 
apple, pear and cherry trees, and 
blackberries - so we're looking forward 
to getting pointers from many of  the 
green thumbs in church on these! We'll 
have a nice big field and yard, willow 
trees and a pond. It may be a nice 
venue for more outdoor church events! 
There's enough room for the boys and 
girls to visit. Chelsea and Taylor are 
coming to visit the week before 
Thanksgiving. There's actually a 
service in the Book of  Worship for a 
house blessing, so we’ll do that!

Tell us something that pleasantly 
surprised you about upstate NY. 
The rural agricultural feel of  the area 
really reminds us of  home. We'd not 
heard of  the Finger Lakes before 
moving here, but it really is more like 
home than we initially thought. 
Sometimes we drive along the road, 
and the scenery looks typical of  West 
Tennessee or Virginia. The drive to 
Watkins Glen feels a lot like driving 
through Virginia. Ithaca and 
Blacksburg (Virginia) are quite similar, 
as they are both college towns. There is  
a lot of  cultural diversity in both 

places, with a variety of  shopping, 
dining and other activities. 

This was your 2nd year attending 
the local Grassroots festival. 
What are your impressions? We 
had great fun! This year was harder 
than last because of  my foot. It's a 
place where you can really see the 
diversity of  the area: little kids, high 
school-age kids, eighty-year olds 
dancing in the dance tent (and we saw a 
lot of  Presbyterians there, too!) ... everyone's  
together having a great time!

What's your favorite place to 
dine out? In the village, we really 
enjoy Falls Tavern. In Ithaca, Viva 
Taqueria and Ithaca Bakery. For a 
special outing, we like Simply Red 
Bistro at Sheldrake Point: you can eat 
out in the yard with the breeze and 
lake views. 

What books are you into right 
now? Cheryl: I am reading Home to 
Holly Springs, a work of  fiction by Jan 
Karon. John: I'm not into a book of  my 
own right now, but I've enjoyed talking 
with Cheryl about the things she's 
reading in The Koran (during a recent 
sermon, we learned Cheryl is reading the 
Koran to learn more about the Muslim faith).

What's the hardest thing about 
living in upstate New York? It's 
difficult being far away from family. 
And we have to tell you what they're 
doing! They're all in and around 
Blacksburg, Virginia. Our son Taylor 
(who has a Bachelor's degree in Animal and 
Poultry Science with a minor in Biology) is 
getting his Masters in Curriculum and 
Instruction at Radford University. His 
wife Chelsea is getting her Bachelor of  
Science in Psychology at Virginia 
Tech. They were married last year, and 
are both graduating this May. 

Our son Anderson is studying for a 
Bachelor of  Science in Mechanical 
Engineering at Virginia Tech. He'll be 
graduating in May 2012. His fiancee, 
Ginny Howard-Smith (who has a 
Bachelor's degree in History and minors in 
Political Science and Homeland Security), is 
studying for a Master of  Arts in 
Teaching (Grade 6-12 Social Studies) at 
Hollins University. She'll graduate in 
December 2011. Anderson and Ginny 
will be married in July 2011.

We stay in touch by phone, texting, 
and Facebook! Our parents are also 
doing well: my (Cheryl) parents are in 
Dyersburg, Tennessee (90 miles north 
of  Memphis), and John's parents are in 
West Memphis, Arkansas, just across 
the bridge from Memphis.
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Dear Friends,
October 2010 marks one year since my Installation Service as the 
Pastor of  First Presbyterian Church of  Ulysses. At the Barn 
Service this July, the Pastor Nominating Committee, with which I 
spent so much time discerning what God was calling us all to do, 
gave me a gift for which I will be eternally grateful. They gave me 
a framed copy of  the “Charge to the Pastor” which Eric de Jager 
gave at my Installation Service. I have it where I can see it every 
day as I minister here with and for you. Because it sums up what 
our congregation holds dear and it looks toward the future, I 
wanted to share it with you as a reminder of  what being a 
disciple here at FPCU means, not just for me, but for us all. While the 
charge was given to me specifically that day, it is in how we all live it out together that FPCU continues to grow as 
the kind of  community in which God’s plans and opportunities are eagerly sought out and recognized. I urge you 
to read this charge, putting in your own name next to mine. Each of  us is being called by God to make a 
difference in both small and large ways and in ministering together, we answer that call. Blessings - Pastor Cheryl

CHARGE TO THE PASTOR

We recognize that we all have a responsibility to love. We want to be and become a warm congregation, a 
welcoming place for all, alive, vibrant with music and the Word, full of  celebration and encouragement.  

Pastor Cheryl, we charge you to lead us in this commitment. Remind us 
to think big, even if  we may need to take small steps to get where we’re 
going.

People have so many choices in our society and our community around us that it 
often seems difficult to recognize God’s action and importance in the world. Sports, 
television, work, the Internet all divide our time. 

Pastor Cheryl, we charge you to lead First Presbyterian Church of  
Ulysses as an example of  Christian discernment, a guidepost in our 
community of  the virtues of  committing our time to more meaningful 
things, letting God’s grace be shown through us, improving the lives of 
those around us, and of  Christ’s eternal promise. 

We make no claim to fully understand or answer the great theological questions: 
the Trinity, Incarnation, Resurrection, sacrifice as atonement for sin, or the fate of 
the soul. 

Pastor Cheryl, we charge you to help us teach ourselves to trust in 
these fundamental issues of  our faith, to debate them vigorously, yes, but to teach us to 

have faith in our ultimate salvation through God’s grace.

We are all called to be disciples, reaching out to share God’s love, 
visible in our community, attracting new disciples of  all ages, 
nurturing individuals and families at every stage of  their Christian 
spiritual journey. 

Pastor Cheryl, we charge you to inspire and challenge us 
as we carry out this mission together.

Our worship here today will soon come to an end. Let the service 
begin.

Blessings,

Pastor Cheryl

2



FALL SCHEDULE for SUNDAY ADULT LEARNING

The Thoughtful Christian Series - Located on the Stage

9/26
ALLISON PRITTS

Ethical Issues in Medicine: 

Christian Perspectives

10/3
SCOTT DAWSON

Why Pray?

10/10

No Class - 

Birthday Sunday

10/17
SCOTT DAWSON

What happens when we 

pray?

10/24
DAVE SCHNEIDER

Discerning What God is 

Doing

The Stories of  the Old Testament led by Pam Postle - Located in the Lange Room

9/26
GENESIS 30: 22-24

Purpose & Goodness 

through Rachel.

10/3
EXODUS 2:1-22

Influence others by our 

witness and crisis to 

accomplish great things.

10/10

No Class - 

Birthday Sunday

10/17
NUMBERS 13: 1-3, 

25-33

Using a minority to 

influence a majority.

10/24
JUDGES 11: 1-6, 30-35 

& 14: 5-14

God’s grade in relationship 

to tragedy.

Christian Discipleship
On Sunday September 12th, we lifted up Discipleship in our worship 
service. Children entering 4th and 5th grades were presented with 
Bibles. Our 4th and 5th graders include Elizabeth Dawson, Ben 
Haefner, Louis Kirkman,Tess Parker and Emma Williamson. Each 
student was grateful to receive their Bible and excited to bring it to 
Sunday studies each week. I was honored to present them to the kids.

We also lifted up all the leaders for Sunday studies for both children 
and adults. Each leader came to the front of  the church and received 
either a homemade crown or flower (made by Diana Bradham and Jean 
Dawson). This celebration illustrated just how many people we have 
involved in this ministry. We are thrilled to have dedicated people 
giving their time and talents to lead our congregation in their discipleship studies. As you saw, we have a lot 
of  changes taking place in this ministry. If  you were not able to attend this worship service and would like to 
learn more, please take a schedule from the Christian Discipleship bulletin board in the Chapel. You may 
also call or email me at amy@emoticakes.com or 387-7031 if  you have a particular question, concern, or 
suggestion.

September 19th was our first week for Sunday studies. We had strong attendance in both adult offerings 
and the youth studies. All of  our classes are designed to stand alone. Thus, if  you were unable to attend this 
first week, don’t let that keep you away. Next week the topics are all new and we hope to have more 
participants each week. Scott and I attended Pam’s Old Testament class and it really gave us both a 
wonderful opportunity to think, share and learn. Our conversation at the dinner table was different that 
evening as we shared what WE had learned and discussed instead of  only asking the kids about what their 
Sunday study had been about. In turn, they spoke more freely about their class and shared what they knew 
about Adam and Eve (our story). We can’t wait to attend more classes, and to lead some down the road. I 
hope you’ll consider grabbing your coffee and treat to come and join us in the weeks to come!  -Amy Dawson

mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com


Table Notes
It’s great that we have some new tables that don’t take two men 
and a boy to carry and set up; however, there are some important 
differences from the old, heavy tables. The lighter weight is 
accomplished by using lighter-gauge materials that does not hold 
up to a lot of  heavy handling. The legs are light-grade steel with 
aluminum rivets and can easily break if  not handled properly. So, 
exercise caution when setting up and taking down the tables.

• Photo 1: The metal retainer ring is to be positioned over the 
hinge joint when the table is up.

• Photo 2: The ring should be carefully positioned when folding 
the legs in the storage position by moving it off  the hinge joint 
so allow the legs to fold.

• Photo 3: The brace is gently pushed toward the table as the 
legs fold down. The legs should fold easily and should not be 
forced. If  there is resistance, then something is out of  place and 
needs to be corrected before completing the closing.

Unfortunately, there have been situations where the closing has 
been forced, resulting in broken rivets and bent braces.  

Please let someone on Buildings & Grounds know if  a table is 
accidentally broken. When finished using the tables, they should 
be cleaned with soap and a damp cloth. Abrasive cleaners are not 
recommended.

Finally, please note that the lighter tables are designated for use 
only on church property. -Buildings & Grounds
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Communion & Home Visits
The Sacrament of  Holy Communion is available to those 

who are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise unable to 

attend worship at FPCU. Anyone who would like to request 

Communion and/or a visit by the pastor (for yourself, or for a 

family member who is not able to make the request for her/

himself) may do so by contacting Pastor Cheryl at 

387-8185 or fpcu@zoom-dsl.com.

mailto:fpcu@zoom-dsl.com
mailto:fpcu@zoom-dsl.com


VBS Remembered
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This summer, we traveled to Egypt for Vacation Bible School. With amazing scen-

ery, fantastic leaders and upbeat music, our children (and adults) enjoyed a “trip” 

that they are sure to remember for a very long while. On our family vacation to 

Oregon, all the members of  my family found themselves singing the songs loudly 

(and even doing the motions) as we listened to the CD in our rental car.

Four years ago, Megan deJager and Kathey MacQueen started VBS up again 

after a VBS hiatus. They planned it quickly in the last few weeks of  June and 

gave it a go. It was well received and next year I joined in and we continued 

the program. We’ve officially joined with the Methodists some years, and been 

less official about it for others, but we have really built up a nice program. 

This year we had several volunteers move from behind the scenes coordinat-

ing snacks to leading the kids in Egyptian families. We also had new volun-

teers join us, some for whom it was a very first time being involved as an at-

tendee or a leader in a bible school program. What we all have in common 

was that the week was just pure fun! Kids from all denominations left having 

learned more about God and Jesus and knowing more adults, teens, and chil-

dren in their community. 

Megan is moving to South Carolina in a 

few weeks, and as such will no longer be 

able to be with us for Vacation Bible 

School. Kathey will be in her 5th year 

with the program, and I’ll be in my 4th. I am look-

ing for someone who would like to help plan and lead this program next 

summer. This position is a lot of  fun (believe it or not, the kids may not even realize 

you are doing anything. Somehow because I was so behind the scenes, my own kids thought I 

was extraneous, even though I had been working hard since April!) I’m looking for 

this person to learn the ropes from Kathey and me, and to take 

over leadership of  VBS in the summer of  2012. Please email or call 

me at amy@emoticakes.com or 387-7031 if  you want to learn more.

- Amy Dawson

mailto:amy@emoticakes.com
mailto:amy@emoticakes.com


Food Pantry
We have a chance to help out in our community in October and 
November for a total of  5 Mondays. Our church is responsible 
for helping at the Food Pantry, which is held every other Monday 
in the Methodist Church. We help set the food out on tables, put 
produce in individual bags, unload the truck from the Food Bank 
and then help the clients when they come for the food. We 
volunteer for parts of  the day, not the whole five hours. There is 
also a need for someone to take calls on the hot line for food in 
an emergency. We pick up some things 
from Aldi’s or Shursave. We also take 
food boxes to Juniper Manor. This 
year the Food Pantry has added a food 
distribution from 5:30 to 6 p.m. for 
clients who work during the day. The 
sign-up sheets are in the Chapel so 
please volunteer to help. We have a 
good time while helping our 
neighbors.

Another way to help is to contribute calendars or cards we 
receive in the mail and don’t plan to use ourselves. Also when we 
travel and stay in motels bring the small bottles of  shampoo and 
bars of  soap home so they can be put out for clients to use. 
Motels replace them everyday and the women appreciate having 
nice shampoos and conditioners. With winter coming up, warm 
hats, scarves and gloves are needed. If  you have extras bring 
them for someone else to use. 

We all can make a difference even in small ways. If  you have any 
questions, please ask Linda Andrew or Karen Perkins.
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YOUTH GROUP

PIE SALE

Autumn is in the air, and that means it 
is time for apple pie! Can’t you just 
taste the sweet apples, cinnamon and 
flakey crusts already? Well, this fall the 
Youth Group is going to make pies to 
sell to us. Yup, you heard right, we just 
have to order! These home baked pies 
prepared by our youth are only $10 
each. Katherine and Darrick will meet 
with the youth on Saturday October 
16th from 1-4 p.m. in the Chapel 
to make these delicious pies. Pies are 
available to pick up on Sunday after 
church. They’ll be taking orders in 
church on Sunday September 26th 
until the event. While they’ll make a 
few extra, they encourage pre-orders 
so they know how many ingredients to 
purchase. 

Youth, please mark your calendars 
with the date and plan to bring a 
friend or two. We’ll enjoy time together 
making these delicious pies and surely 
have some time for other fun activities 
too. 

This group is fund raising to adopt a 
family for Christmas, and for a spring 
retreat. Look for more great fund 
raising activities to follow.

- Amy Dawson



2010 CROP WALK
Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty

Tom Lange Memorial CROP Walk 

Sunday, October 17, 2 p.m. (sign in at 1:45 p.m.)

Host and Starting Point: First Baptist Church, 4443 Seneca Road

Walkers: Sign up & pick up a donation envelope! Sponsors: Support a walker. Volunteers: Bring treats to the 

Baptist Church for afternoon of the walk. You may sign up to walk and/or contribute online as well; visit 

www.fpcu.info for the direct link to sign up or contribute!

Join our Trumansburg area neighbors of different faiths and ages in this annual effort to raise awareness of hunger 

issues in our world and to raise funds for our own Trumansburg Food Pantry and for international relief and 

development programs.

Last year our church hosted this event. Pastor Cheryl commissioned 

125 community walkers (45 from our church family). Marvin Pritts 

organized enthusiastic musicians to start the walkers off in style! The 

youth group collected non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry. 

Our church walkers raised $2,532.75 of the over $8,000 sponsors 

donated to this cause. 25% of the funds always go to the local Food 

Pantry: a little over $2,000 in 2009. This TAC event has raised over 

$118,783 since 1989!

It is time again sign up to walk or to sponsor walkers. Sign up to take 

treats for the walk afternoon to the Baptist Church and/or to help at 

the registration table that day. Water station coverage is needed, if you 

can do that. Check in with Carolyn Lange or Nancy Van Orden. Bill Kappel is mapping and “signing” the route 

and Ed Dawson will serve as treasurer. Join in: walk with family, friends and neighbors for an important cause.
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate birthdays the second Sunday of  each month during coffee 

hour. Be sure to join us on Sunday, October 10th right after church 

to sing Happy Birthday and enjoy special birthday treats provided by the 

Music and Worship Ministry Team. Interested in becoming part of  our 

team? Chat with Polly Gutelius to learn more.

1  Alec Bartishevich

2  Bob Brown

4  Jerry VanOrden

6  Pamela Jonascu

7  Ariane Jonascu

15  Mary Ellen Schreher

20! Michael Schott

22! Evelyn Fritz!

22  Mary Ellen Johnson

23! Samantha Zaharis

23  John Kirkman

25  Meghan Kraus

http://www.fpcu.info
http://www.fpcu.info


This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.

U.S. Postage
PAID

Trumansburg, NY 14886
Permit #10

Not-for-Profit Organization

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ULYSSES

PO Box 597
Trumansburg, NY 14886
On the Web: http://www.fpcu.info

TP Christmas 
Gathering
2010's TP Christmas 
Gathering will be held 
on Saturday, Decem-
ber 11th starting 
sometime between 5-6 
p.m.! Again this year 
we will have!hearty 
appetizers and des-

serts, forgoing a dinner that some group would have to 
prep, cook and clean-up after.!We are looking for two 
hosting homes so we can still "progress”.!Anyone that is 
interested in hosting or who might like to, but has ques-
tions, please contact Bobbi Farrell at 387-5408 or 
jftburg@aol.com.!All others mark your calendars and 
think about what appetizer or dessert you want to 
bring.!Watch for more info once we have hosting homes.

Holiday Giving Update
Holiday Opportunity to make a difference: Watch after 
Thanksgiving for the Alternative Giving table in the 

chapel. Sponsored by Caring & Benevolence.
- Carolyn Lange

Per Capita
Please remember that covering our expenses in this 
year's budget is dependent on members sustaining their 
regular giving to the general fund, PLUS at least 100 of  
our members paying their own Per Capita donation of  
$45 to the Presbytery. To pay your per capita, note as 
such in the memo line of  your check contribution.

Birthday Calendar Manager Needed
Pam Postle has been man-
aging the church birthday 
list for many years. She is 
currently looking for some-
one to take over this posi-
tion. She keeps track of  all 
the birthdays of  church 
members and friends. Does 
this sound like a job for 
you? Please speak with Pam 
to learn more about this 
volunteer opportunity.
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