
GRAPEVINE
z Jerry & Lori Kraus - An Interview z

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION.

Jerry was born in Geneva, NY and 
moved during his early childhood to 
Massachusetts and Pittsburgh before 
returning with his family to Geneva 
when he was in fourth grade. As a 
child, Jerry was a ball boy for the 
Hobart Lacrosse team. He was very 
involved in sports through high 
school, playing football, basketball 
and Lacrosse. As a senior high school 
athlete, he was voted the MVP in 
Basketball when his team lost the 
Section 4/Class A Tournament by 
one point. It was the first time the 
MVP was awarded to a member of  
the losing team! Jerry attended 
Hobart College where he says he 
“studied Psychology a little and 
played Lacrosse a lot”. His family is 
famous at Hobart for their Lacrosse 
participation. His father, uncles, 
cousins and brothers all played on the 
team, and his grandfather, Babe 
Kraus, was the Lacrosse coach at 
Hobart for 40 years. While he was 
there, Jerry’s team won two national 
Championships and he was voted an 
All American player. After graduation, 
Jerry moved to Southern California 
where his brother lived.

Lori Kraus grew up in the village of  
Williamsville near Buffalo, NY. 
Growing up she loved all things 
outdoors: water skiing, snow skiing and 
biking were favorite activities of  hers. 
Lori was a cheerleader while in high 
school. When she was fifteen, Lori’s 
father died, and soon after that she got 
her first after-school job. Lori babysat, 
worked in food services and at a 

pharmacy while in high school. After 
graduating, Lori attended Alfred State 
College. In her first year and a half  of  
college, she had five different majors 
before she felt worthy of  seeking a 
nursing degree – something she had 
wanted to do since sixth grade but was 
discouraged from attempting by her 
high school counselor. She received 
special permission to join the program 
in October of  her sophomore year as 
long as she made up all previous work 
and maintained a 3.5 grade point in 
her major. It was difficult but she loved 
the nursing program and had no 
problems meeting the criteria. The day 
after Lori graduated, she got on a 
plane and moved to Southern 
California.

Lori worked at Cedars-Sinai in Los 
Angeles as an open-heart trauma 

nurse. She had a roommate who was 
a professional caterer and that 
roommate knew Jerry. She asked 
Jerry and Lori to work together 
catering a Christmas party for one of 
her clients. They began to talk, 
discovered they were both from New 
York, had similar values and knew 
many of  the same people. Love grew 
and they were married in 1982. 
Their wedding took place in St. 
John’s Chapel at Hobart College with 
the Rev. Jane Brown officiating.

After their marriage, Lori and Jerry 
went back to Southern California 
where Lori continued to work at 
Cedars-Sinai and Jerry worked for 
McDonnell Douglas Aircraft in Long 

Beach, CA. His Psychology degree 
served him well as he worked in 
Human Resources in employee 
involvement, leadership training, 
facilitating groups and doing research 
on participatory management. Jerry 
continued to play Club Lacrosse and 
they spent time enjoying the outdoors. 
Six years after their marriage, Jerry 
and Lori had their first child, Jeremy. 
Tyler followed Jeremy twenty-two 
months later and Meghan followed 
Tyler another twenty-two months later.

The family moved to Chicago, 
Amarillo, TX and ultimately back to 
upstate New York with Jerry’s job. Lori 
went to work at Cayuga Medical 
Center in the Endoscopy Department, 
where she works today. Jerry worked at 
“Health Now” for five years and now 
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works in natural gas storage for the 
company Inergy. 

It was quite a change to move back to 
upstate New York after their travels 
around the country, but they are very 
happy to be here in the village of  
Trumansburg. They have had all three 
children graduate through the 
Trumansburg school district. Jeremy 
graduated from TC3 with a 4.0 GPA 
and is a member of  Phi Theta Kappa. 
He now attends SUNY Cortland 
majoring in Environmental Science. 
Tyler is at SUNY Delhi majoring in 
Construction Management. Meghan is  
in her freshman year at Alfred State 
majoring in Nursing, just like her 
Mom. Still at home with Lori and 
Jerry are Mason, their five-year-old 
Shih Tzu dog, who protects the family 
and offers great comedy, and Nick, 
their 15 year-old Siamese cat.

Lori and Jerry joined our congregation 
in 1998 and love being a part of  
FPCU. They are both Elders who have 
served on Session. Lori has been a 
previous head of  Congregational Life 
and taught Sunday School for about 
ten years. This year she is taking a 
break from teaching this Fall since she 
and Jerry are often visiting Meghan 
and cheering her on in her Lady 
Pioneer Volleyball Tournaments at 
Alfred State. Lori is looking forward to 
participating in the Adult Studies 
opportunities and is very impressed 
with the variety of  subjects being 
explored. Jerry served on the 
Committee on Ministry with the 
Presbytery of  Geneva and as the head 
of  the Pastor Nominating Committee 
that brought the Rev. Jeff  Kellam to 
FPCU. He also has been a previous 
head of  the Personnel Committee 
here. Lori and Jerry are happy that 
their family has grown up here at 
FPCU and had a strong foundation in 
their faith journeys. They love the new 
minister and Lori is especially glad this  
is a place where everyone is 
encouraged to “MAKE A JOYFUL 
NOISE UNTO THE LORD.”

- Cheryl & John Peeples
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Successful Youth Group Pie Sale 
This Sunday evening, at least 33 of  us were enjoying fabulous 
homemade apple pies made by our very own Youth Group! They 
were perfectly spiced, with a lovely taste. Best of  all, it was a 
community building fundraiser for the group.

On Saturday October 16th, the group gathered at Bobbi & Joe 
Farrell’s house to pick bushels of  apples. It turned out to be more 
like dodging grenades from trees! After picking, they journeyed back 
to the church and spent the next 4 hours in the kitchen peeling, 
cutting, and assembling pies.  

This group baked and sold 33 pies, raising $240 dollars 
for their upcoming activities. They had a lot of  fun and we are 
all excited about their first successful fund raising effort.

Thank you to Gregg Hoffmire, Bobbi & Joe Farrell, Tammy Parker, 
and Joan Melvin. Special thanks also goes out to Katherine and 
Darrick Evensen and John Peeples for coordinating this event and 
working to make pies with the youth.

This year’s youth group is beginning to emerge as a positive 
community within our larger F.P.C.U. family.

Upcoming 
Youth Group 

Events
If  you have attended 
either of  the first 
two youth group 
meetings, you know 
that Katherine & Darrick Evensen are hitting the ground running 
with some great planning and community building. It is only 
October, and they’ve already planned and completed a successful 
fundraiser with the group, and enjoyed two meetings together. Lots 
of  great activities are in store for the year! If  you are a student 
in grades 5-12, we invite and encourage you to become 
part of  this group. Our inclusive group is open to all youth in 
the community.  

Our upcoming gathering dates and events include:

Sunday, November 14 details tba

Sunday, December 12 details tba

Friday-Sunday, January 7-9 (Adirondack winter retreat)

Saturday-Sunday, February 5-6 (lock-in at the chapel)

We can’t wait to see you there!                 - Katherine & Darrick Evensen



Can Religion Survive Worship?
Our own Dr. Warren Hickman asks this question in his new 
book, Can Religion Survive Worship. Warren has generously 
given FPCU two autographed copies of  his book. The back 
cover of  the book explains Warren’s questions and 
methodology:

• “Will main line churches disappear within twenty five 
to forty years as religious authorities now predict? 
What is behind this crisis so suddenly facing religious 
communities? Why does the chance of  survival 
decline as a nation becomes more highly developed? 

• An historian, not a theologian, examines the 
political/religious environment in which the gospels 
were written. Within that environment, why were 
they written? What was the motive of  each writer? 
How did they write? How did the political/religious 
environment determine their different approaches to 
their Gospels? What were readers in that 
environment supposed to discover when reading 
those versions? Were there any clues? 

• In a clear jargon-free exposition, Can Religion 
Survive Worship clarifies the difference between 
worshipping the messenger and studying the 
message. If  rituals, processes and procedures are put 
aside, what is to become of  churches and clergy that 
have existed primarily to preside over those rituals, 
processes, and procedures? What, if  any, will then be 
the vehicle carrying the message? Dr. Hickman has 
thrown down the gauntlet. It needs to be picked up.” 

We invite you to check out one of  our two copies from the office to read yourself  and then to discuss your thoughts  
on his insights with Warren and with Pastor Cheryl and members of  the Session. We want to know what you think 
about the future of  religion. - Pastor Cheryl

Related Links

• Purchase from Amazon.com at http://amzn.com/1452862672

Habitat for Humanity
On October 24, a new home for the Couch family was dedicated at 6 Wellsley 

Drive in Dryden, October 14-20. WSKG (PBS) helped to secure building 

material donations from local businesses for the next home to be built in Lansing. 

Volunteers are needed in the office for administrative and website duties. Call 

(607) 898-4148 or e-mail tompkinscortland@habitatnys.org if you are interested.

- Ron MacLean
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Dear Friends, 

It is often at the turning points in our lives  
that we Christians find ourselves more 
closely focused on God. Who hasn’t seen 
a brand new baby and wondered at the 
miracle of  how that child is so small and 
yet complete? And what about the day 
that your child goes off  to school for the 
first time and you find yourself  praying 
that he or she will find a new friend and 
come home eager to learn? Years later, 
the day that that same child comes home and tells his 
or her parents that a marriage will be taking place often causes parents 
to turn to God in thanksgiving and prayer for the beginning of  a new 
family. It goes on and on through life, changes come and we find 
ourselves turning to God with prayers of  thanksgiving and concern. 
Recently in church, we have had the opportunity to ask God’s blessings 
on Eric, Megan, Aaron and Ryan deJager as they prepared to move to 
Charleston S.C. The next week we came giving thanks for Judy Riley 
moving back to Trumansburg and joining back with our congregation. 
We are a praying people. It is the way God created us and important in 
our lives.

One momentous change is moving into a new home. John and I have 
been doing that in this past month and we invite the congregation to join 
with us at our new home as we ask God’s blessings upon our home and 
on all who enter it. We had the opportunity to participate in a Home 
Blessing of  a Lutheran Pastor who is a good friend of  ours when he and 
his family moved into their home. It was very meaningful to have those 
who cared about them and those who they cared about to come and 
pray with them as they began their new life there. We are inviting the 
Pastors of  TAC to come and be a part of  the service with us and with 
you. It is a short service in which we will say prayers throughout the 
home. Afterwards, we will have a time of  refreshments and visiting. We 
very much hope that you will be able to join us in this special service. 
Blessings to you.

- Pastor Cheryl
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FPCU’s Global Family Ministry

In September, the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) announced the se-

lection of the Rev. Mark Koenig as 

the new director of Presbyterian 

Ministry at the United Nations. The 

Presbyterian Ministry at the UN 

“provides individuals, congrega-

tions, middle governing bodies and 

theological institutions with educa-

tional opportunities that encourage 

commitment to work for justice, 

compassion and peace.” Did you 

even know that such a connection 

between our church and the United 

Nations existed?

Rev. Koenig brings 30 years of ex-

perience in ministry at various lev-

els. He has been on the staff of the 

Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 

for 8 years and it’s coordinator 

since 2007. “The Presbyterian 

Church has a long history of signifi-

cant ministry in the name of Jesus 

Christ at the United Nations. I am 

excited to have the opportunity to 

work with the church to identify and 

implement new ways of living as 

disciples in the global community” 

said Koenig. If any of you from 

FPCU have suggestions for justice, 

compassion and peace activities 

you’d like to see happen, pass 

them along to your Global Family 

Ministry.                -Ron MacLean

A Home Blessing
Please join us for a Home Blessing at 

the home of  John and Cheryl Peeples

2:00 p.m. on Sunday November 7, 2010

9307 Route 96

Trumansburg, NY 1488

R.S.V.P. (607) 793-3172 or cherylpeeples@hotmail.com



Rounding the Bases
Some thoughts on seminary and life in general … where is God in all this? Life stuff  relies on process and getting 
“from here to there.” We set goals, do the related tasks, sometimes sail through and sometimes get stopped for a bit 
along the way. We push and strive, and sometimes that makes no difference. Then when we are barely noticing we 
find the way is clear and we move on. Rather like baseball, it seems. Do things move forward with luck, skill, or is 
it the work of  the Holy Spirit? Maybe it takes skill to get to first base, a little luck to get to second, but to get to 
third base and home plate we hesitate, and we need God’s grace! As many of  you know, I am in the midst of  my 
second year at Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School. I am again there two days a week, and am taking four 
courses this semester. It is such a privilege to be there each week, and I start getting excited about going a few days  
before, even as I am scrambling a bit to finish my assignments. I look forward to seeing classmates and engaging in 
the discussions and questions. We come from many backgrounds and conversations can go in many directions. 
This year I am doing supervised ministry, an internship program, with the Spiritual Care Department at Cayuga 
Medical Center. I am there for 1 day each week, and am doing some overnight and weekend on-call as well. On a 
routine day I will attend rounds (usually in the Adolescent Behavioral Unit), do a group with the patients in that unit, 
and do visits in other units. Some are what could be termed “cold calls” in that I knock, speak to the patient, and 
spend time with them if  they are interested. In some cases there is a request for us to visit. Sometimes we are asked 
to be present at a critical time, like a sudden death or a trauma situation in the Emergency Department. We are 
able to take more time with patients than the medical personnel can, and this can be great support for people. At 
times we can help clarify questions or relay requests to the nurse.  Prayer is often gratefully accepted. Hospitals are 
by nature anxious places and we can be present to people in ways that can provide comfort and calmness. We can 
be open to the expression of  fears that people have about dying. They may believe that it is inappropriate to 
express these fears to their doctors, since their job is to maintain life.

The role of  Spiritual Care has changed somewhat, since current HIPPA regulations don’t give the hospital the 
liberty to tell clergy if  someone in their congregation is a patient. People still have visitors, including clergy, but the 
privacy rules make it more restrictive. Being in the hospital may feel like rushing around third base, and as 
humans, we are rarely ready to head home.  We need all the support we can get in this setting.  Even when we go 
in for a relatively minor procedure, we are all asked about our health proxy and to decide what protocols we would 
choose.  We don’t give so much thought to being sure the people we want to have with us know what we want 
them to do if  we are hospitalized. That is an aspect of  medical care that has become more important for me, as I 
have worked in this environment, and I would stress that having conversations with family and friends about this 
can be very helpful.  As always, communication is critical! And no question is a stupid question. If  you have 
questions about the hospital, I can try to answer them, or direct you to someone who can help. - Kate Merriman

FALL SCHEDULE for SUNDAY ADULT LEARNING

The Thoughtful Christian Series - Located on the Stage

10/24
DAVE SCHNEIDER

Discerning What God is 

Doing

10/31
DAVE SCHNEIDER

A Study of  Acts

11/7
KATE MERRIMAN

The Prosperity Gospel

11/14

No Class - 

Birthday Sunday

11/21
DARRICK EVENSEN

How Should Christians 

Vote?

The Stories of  the New Testament led by Pam Postle - Located in the Lange Room

10/24
JUDGES 11:1-6, 30-35; 

14: 5-14

Facing life’s troubles and 

understanding God’s grace.

10/31
SAMUEL 15:2-42

Abigail & Nabal and 

living in a world of  

troubles and goodness.

11/7
SAMUEL 9: 1-13

God’s grace and 

communion using the story 

of  Mephibosheth.

11/14

No Class - 

Birthday Sunday

11/21
JOB 2:1-10

What does it mean and 

cost to be supportive?



Highlights from Session
Have you wondered what goes on at Session meetings? Session 
meets at least once a month usually on the second Wednesday. 
We met June, September and October. In September we had a 
retreat at Maureen & Neil Shallish’s lake home. This gave us a 
chance to get to know each other more deeply and to welcome 
the new elder class: Bill DeCloux, Bobbi Farrell, Linda Andrew 
and Amy Dawson (absent). We talked about what the church 
means to us and what direction we felt we should be heading 
during the next year. We also shared a delicious dish to pass 
lunch. Many thanks to Maureen and Neil for the use of  their 
beautiful property.

Our monthly meeting discussion highlights included:

• We examined and welcomed Judy Riley, and Brad and 
Nancy Corbitt who will join us for membership.

• The Christian Discipleship Ministry Team told us about the 
new and exciting start to fall adult studies. If  you have not 
tried it, why not check into one this Sunday?

• Christian Discipleship Ministry Team shared that the pre-K 
through grade 4 will split into 2 classes. New curriculum has 
been ordered and teachers are on board. Thanks Karen 
Bartishevich, Tammy Parker and Amy Erickson.

• Finance Team is concerned because we do not yet have a lot 
of  people sending in their $45 for the Presbytery per capita 
fee. If  you are a member and feel you can send in this 
amount please do so. Just mark your check in the memo “per 
capita” and put it in the plate or mail it in. Thanks!

• Congregational Life is looking for new members for a fun 
ministry team. Talk to Bobbi Farrell.

• Buildings and Grounds wanted to thank the many folks that 
helped with the kitchen project. Have you checked it out? It 
really looks great. Special thanks to Gregg Hoffmire and Ed 
Dawson. Also thanks go out again to Gregg and Ed,!as well 
as Bill Kappel, Joe Farrell (and his backhoe), and parent 
volunteers from the Trumansburg Nursery and their work 
on the patio in the back of  the church.

• We talked about the services on Christmas Eve and decided 
to forego an 11 o’clock service in our church. Traditionally, 
very few folks attended this service and those that wish are 
welcome at the United Methodist Church for their 11 
o’clock service. We are considering a rotation so next year 
this service will be at FPCU.

• All ministry teams could use new members. We hope you 
will look around and offer your service in the best place for 
you. We want this to be your church with your ideas and 
energy we will meet that goal.
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Presbyterian Mission Week
June 19-25

We’re invited again to participate next June 
in Presbyterian Mission Week of  
Alleghany County, Virginia.

The Presbyterians involved in this mission 
opportunity take seriously Jesus’ words in 
the parable of  the sheep and the goats 
found in Matthew 25 of  the bible: “Come, 
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you … for I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing .… Truly, I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of  the least of  these who are members of  my 
family, you did it to me.”

During Mission Week we join local 
Presbyterians to repair and improve homes 
of  low-income adults and disabled people 
in Alleghany County. All labor and 
materials are provided.

Rev. Gary Marshall, pastor of  Mallow 
Presbyterian Church, encourages people of 
all ages, gender, and skill to help out during 
the week. Participating Alleghany County 
churches include:  Clifton Forge, 
Edgemont, Falling Spring, First, 
Greenwood, Kayser Memorial, Low Moor, 
Mallow, McAllister, and Sinking Spring. 
Members of  the “Men of  Mission” are also 
involved in the leadership.

Complimentary lodging and breakfast for 
us is provided at Boys’ Home. Area 
Presbyterian churches provide lunch for all 
workers, and also serve dinner to us and 
other “out-of-town missionaries” daily. This  
trip is open for those in high school and 
older. For more information please contact 
Pastor Cheryl Peeples. If  you are interested 
in attending, please let Pastor Cheryl know 
by January so that we can make our plans.



World Food Conference
I had an opportunity in October to attend the World Food Conference in Des 

Moines, Iowa, after being selected for this honor based on an essay I wrote on 

food insecurity in Afghanistan. The World Food Conference is where they 

award the “Nobel Prize” equivalent for food and agriculture. In attendance 

were former head of the United Nations, Kofi Annan; Rajiv Shah, Head of 

USAID; and Tom Vilsack, US Secretary of Agriculture. Also in attendance 

were secretaries of agriculture from around the world, book authors, CEOs of 

philanthropic organizations such as the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 

professors and leaders of non-governmental organizations from around the 

world, and more than 100 high school seniors with interests in food and agri-

culture.

The two World Food Prize winners this year were David Beckmann, president 

of Bread for the World and Jo Luck, president and CEO of Heifer Interna-

tional. Bread for the World is a Christian organization dedicated to uniting 

individuals and churches for the purpose of convincing decision-makers to 

end hunger at home and abroad. More than 5,000 churches and 50 denomina-

tions are members of Bread. Heifer International is familiar to our church as it 

is one of the mission projects we support. Two summers ago several of our church’s youth went to Heifer Headquarters in 

Massachusetts for a week of learning about hunger and poverty. It was gratifying to see these Christian organizations and 

their leaders receive international recognition for their work to end hunger and poverty.

It was a thrill to attend the conference and meet so many people from around the world. Attending the conference helped me 

understand why much of the world is hungry. Many of our country’s own policies serve to keep others in poverty (e.g. farm 

subsidies, feeding programs). In addition, lack of education, violence and corruption are major deterrents to development. 

Helping countries improve their infrastructure, educate their people (especially girls and women), and find small loans for 

their businesses can turn things around. I also learned that we can do a lot, even without traveling abroad. In addition to do-

nating money, the most effective action we can take is to write letters to our political leaders and let them know that alleviat-

ing poverty and hunger is a priority, and a way to peace. I believe that churches like ours need to play a more active role in 

letting our political leaders know what our priorities are.                                                                                        - Alyssa Pritts
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We celebrate birthdays the second Sunday of  each month during coffee hour. 

Be sure to join us on Sunday, November 14th right after church to 

sing Happy Birthday and enjoy special birthday treats.

7 - Xander Dawson | 9 - Emily Baur | 10 - Ariel Regnier | 14 - Kelsey DeCloux

22 - Deb Regnier | 25 - Meghan Kraus | 27 - Kathleen Overbaugh



This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ULYSSES

PO Box 597
Trumansburg, NY 14886
On the Web: http://www.fpcu.info

Alternative Giving
Make “holiday shopping” a rewarding experience with 
these gifts that help heal the world! Caring and Benevo-
lence will again offer information and opportunity to 
“shop”  ways to give to Heifer Project, Church World 
Service, our T-Burg Food Pantry and Casa Shalom Or-
phanage, Guatemala (the latter continues to be mission 
for our youth).  There will be catalogues and /or infor-
mation and definitely cards available to send to those 
honored by these gifts.  We’ll have information in the 
chapel on Sundays after Thanksgiving. - Carolyn Lange

TP Christmas 
Gathering
2010's TP Christmas Gath-
ering is Saturday, December 
11th starting sometime be-
tween 5-6 p.m.!We’ll en-
joy!hearty appetizers and 
desserts.!We are looking for 

two hosting homes so we can "progress”.!Interested in 
hosting?  Contact Bobbi Farrell at 387-5408 or 
jftburg@aol.com.

Birthday Calendar Manager Needed

Pam Postle has been managing 

the church birthday list for 
many years. She is currently 
looking for someone to take over 
this position. She keeps track of  
all the birthdays of  church 
members and friends. Does this 
sound like a job for you? Please 
speak with Pam to learn more 
about this volunteer opportunity.

Per Capita
Please remember that covering our expenses in this 
year's budget is dependent on members sustaining their 
regular giving to the general fund, PLUS at least 100 of  
our members paying their own Per Capita donation of  
$45 to the Presbytery. To pay your per capita, note as 
such in the memo line of  your check contribution.
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