
GRAPEVINE
z Russ & Elspeth Peterson - An Interview z

A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION.

While Russ Peterson (born Russell Ellis 
Peterson, Jr.) was growing up in Ithaca 
and spanning New York State playing 
the drums with “The Ithaca 
Thunderbolts” (a drum corp founded by 
his family), his future bride, Elspeth 
Margaret Smyth, was singing, acting, 
and playing accordion in Banbridge, 
County Down, Northern Ireland.

Russ, the son of  an Ithaca school bus 
driver, has an older sister who now 
lives in Georgia. His mother worked 
for The Reconstruction Home, a 
skilled nursing facility in Ithaca. He 
has fond memories of  running around 
the Cornell campus, playing basketball  
in Barton Hall, and swimming in the 
local tributaries.

During his high school years, Russ 
participated in indoor and outdoor 
track, football, and basketball (the latter 
he gave up to focus on the other two). He was  
a defensive tackle and tight end in 
football, and he was 8th in the State in 
the 300 in indoor track.

Banbridge is a small city of  about 
19,000 midway between the Northern 
and Southern Capitals of  Belfast and 
Dublin. Known for its linen industry, 
Banbridge was also the birthplace of  
Joseph Scriven in 1855, who wrote the 
lyrics to “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus” as a poem to comfort his mother 
in Ireland while he was in Canada.

Elspeth’s father was a dairy farmer and 
her mother was a nurse health visitor, 
providing pediatric home care for new 
mothers and their children. She is the 
middle child with two brothers, and 
took voice lessons in Lisburn just 
southwest of  Belfast. She played in an 
amateur dramatic company during the 

May and June festivals, and has 
portrayed Ann Pornick in “Half  a Six 
Pence” and Eliza Doolittle in “My Fair 
Lady.”

Elspeth went to school with Alan 
Radcliffe, whom she describes as a 
phenomenal actor who played the lead 
in all of  the school plays and ended up 
with the Royal Shakespeare Company 
in London. It is no wonder that his 
son, Daniel, happens to have had some 
success as a little character known as 
Harry Potter. The elder Radcliffe can 
also dance, as he and Elspeth 
competed on the Latin American 
Dance team.

To this day, schools in Northern 
Ireland are predominantly segregated: 
Catholics and Protestants do not 
attend school together. Elspeth 
attended Rupert Stanley College and 
studied the social sciences, and has 
pursued her calling in Social Services 
ever since. 

After Ithaca High School, Russ 
attended Gannon University in Erie 
for a time studying TV broadcasting. 
He left Gannon and enlisted in the 
Army, only to learn that he had been 
accepted at Temple University. It was 
disappointing, to say the least, when 
the Athletic Director at the time, 
another relative unknown, Bill Cosby, 
called to let Russ know that he had 
been accepted and they were all set. 
Upon hearing that Russ had already 
made a decision on his future, “Coz” 
wished him all the best and good luck.

During this period, Russ, who loves to 
cook, had worked summers in the 
kitchen of  a camp in PA for children 
with learning disabilities. The camp 
attracted young people from all over 
the world to work there, and Elspeth 
was one who traveled to the States in 
the summer from abroad. She was a 
counselor in her first year, and as a 
music teacher in her second year at the 
Camp, she caught Russ’ eye.

After closing the kitchen for the night, 
camp staffers were discussing going out 
for a meal. When Russ saw Elspeth 
come out of  the cabin to go, he said, 
“If  you’re going, I’m going.”

Over the next three years, they were 
actually together for only half  of  that 
time, spending time together when 
Elspeth could come back to Ithaca. 
Russ was then off  to Ft. Irwin in 
Barstow, California with his Army 
commitment, and he asked Elspeth to 
come out West. During the visit, Russ 
proposed marriage and Elspeth 
returned to Ireland to begin the 
immigration process.
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The plan was set and the two were to 
be wed at St. Paul’s Methodist Church 
in Ithaca, until it was learned that 
immigration had lost Elspeth’s 
paperwork. The wedding was off. So, it 
was back to CA, back to Ireland, and 
back to CA. On a four-day weekend in 
Las Vegas, the couple discovered that 
you could get married right there on 
the spot. Russ had the rings, and they 
came out of  The Little Candlelight 
Chapel of  the Stars as husband and 
wife. The Chapel is still there 23 years 
later.

After college, Elspeth was a 
professional nanny in London, and 
then worked at a school for children 
with disabilities. Later, when she came 
to Ithaca, she worked at BOCES in 
what is now Bridges program and later 
as Director of  Day Care for Teenage 
Parents at TST Community School. 
Today, Elspeth is a Program Manager 
at Unity House working with adults 
with developmental disabilities. Elspeth 
is also an instructor for the Red Cross.

After the Army, Russ came back to 
Ithaca to work for BOCES with 
emotionally challenged youth for a few 
years, and then worked at Borg 
Warner for 18 years as a machinist. 

Currently, Russ works at the 
Trumansburg elementary school in the 
“8:11 room,” which means 8 kids, 1 
teacher, 1 aide. He also has spent 7 
years coaching and volunteering with 
the modified cross country, modified 
football, modified track and girls JV 
basketball teams. Russ is hoping to 
earn the Trumansburg girls varsity 
basketball head coaching position. Of  
course, we all see Russ working at 
Taughannock State Park in the 
summer.

The Petersons have three children, 
Geoffrey 19, Andrew 17, and Michelle 
13, all born in Ithaca. Geoffrey was All 
Conference in Vocal Performance for 2 
years in High School and is a 
sophomore at Ithaca College majoring 
in Vocal Performance and Music 
Education. Andrew is a senior at T-
burg. He was quarterback on the 
football team his junior and senior 
years and went to the State meet in 
outdoor track on the 4x200 relay team.  
Michelle is an 8th grader and is very 
busy with volleyball, basketball, cross 
country, and track, and she plays 
saxophone and sings in the BIO Band, 
Jazz Band, Chorus, and Jazz Chorus. 
In her spare time, Michelle sings as a 
member of  the group “Vitamin L” and 

has appeared with Running to Place 
youth theatre group.

The Peterson Family lives on West 
Seneca Road in Hector and has been 
in T-burg for 18 years. They have been 
members of  FPCU for 17 years and 
enjoy the smaller size and welcoming 
attitude here. Of  course, Tom Lange 
was instrumental in their belief  that 
“This is the Place.” Elspeth got to 
know Mary Ellen Johnson and Ester 
Garner, and Russ would often meet 
Tom at The Village Café for coffee 
and conversation.

The kids all attended TCNS Nursery 
School and Elspeth has been involved 
in Christian Education, Choir, Session, 
Bell Choir, and served on the Pastor 
Nominating Committee. Russ has 
served as Nursery Teacher and with 
the “Self-Development of  People” 
program in the Geneva Presbytery, 
which helps get grant funding for 
community-based businesses.

The Peterson home would not be 
complete without their Rottweiler mix, 
Maddie, and Boris the big orange cat. 
They have been foster parents for the 
SPCA. - Lori & Jerry Kraus
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Editor & Birthday Manager Needed
Next month will mark our 5th anniversary of  putting 
together The Grapevine. It is a wonderful ministry 
opportunity that we’ve very much enjoyed over the years. 
We are ready to pass this along to someone else in the 
church.

Are you organized? Do you enjoy layout and design? 
Are you ready for The Grapevine to have a new 
look? If  you said yes to any of  those things, this opportunity 
is for YOU! We’ll work with you to get you set-up to start 
with the September issue. It is helpful if  you have a Mac with 
Pages software (but not required). 

People are very good about submitting materials for the newsletter and it is a really 
great opportunity to seek out stories and work with Ministry Teams and Pastor Cheryl. 
Call us at 387-7031 or email amy@emoticakes to learn more.

Pam Postle manages the birthday list and has been doing so for many years. She is also 
looking to pass this volunteer opportunity to an interested person. If  you are interested 
in learning more, contact Pam lppostle@aol.com. 

Thanks for considering these volunteer opportunities! - Amy & Scott Dawson



Progressive 
Christmas Party

Our Annual Progressive Christmas 
Party will be held on Saturday 
December 11th. 
Appetizers: 6 p.m. at Maureen & 
Neil Shallish's at 120 Larchmont Dr. 

Dessert: 7:30 p.m. ish at Bobbi & Joe 
Farrell's 6405 Boyd Hill Rd

Questions? Contact Bobbi Farrell at 
387-5408 or jftburg@aol.com

Plan to join the TP (Trumansburg 
Presbyterians) Progressive Holiday 
Party.!Traditionally this has been an 
adult evening where we travel between 
homes for different Dinner/meal 
courses.!A few years ago we eliminated 
the actual "dinner" course and now 
have hearty appetizers and desserts. 
This is an evening full of  good 
conversation and excellent food.!It is 
also a great opportunity to include 
friends and become better acquainted 
with members of  the church family.

Look for the sign-up sheet in the 
chapel.!Sign your name,number in your 

party and whether you will bring an appetizer or dessert.!If  
appropriate for you, please bring wine or beer.!Non-alcoholic punch 
and coffee/tea will be provided. - Bobbi Farrel

3

Ulysses Presbyterian 

Women (UPW)

Once again UPW (Ulysses 
Presbyterian Women) are 
sponsoring 3 children for 
Christmas Bureau. This 
means we are responsible for 
purchasing Christmas pre-
sents for the children we are 
assigned. We receive a list of 
suggestions and needs, favor-
ite colors and sizes. Depend-
ing on the amount of money 
we have available, we pur-
chase some or all of the items 
on each child's list. We are 
waiting to get this year's in-
formation about the children. 

You can help with this by 
making a monetary donation 
to Bobbi Farrell(387-5408, 
jftburg@aol.com). Another 
way to be involved is to come 
to the "wrapping party" on 
Wednesday December 8th 
at 11 a.m. in the Chapel. If 
you have extra paper,bows or 
tags bring them along. If there 
is interest, we could follow the 
"party" with lunch somewhere. 

If you think of another way to 
be involved don't hesitate to 
contact me!

-Bobbi Farrell

Ministry Team Chairs
Caring and Benevolence: Linda Andrew

Congregational Life: Bobbi Farrell

Music and Worship: Polly Gutelius

Christian Discipleship: Amy Dawson

Membership and Stewardship: John Kirkman

Buildings and Properties: Jerry Van Orden

Personnel: TBA

Finance: Bill DeCloux

mailto:jftburg@aol.com
mailto:jftburg@aol.com
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Dear Friends, 

If you were asked to tell the Christmas story to a friend who did not know it, how would 

you tell it? I’ve had classes divide into groups and draw out in cartoon form the 

Christmas story as it is told in each of the four Gospels. After they had worked to draw 

the story out, we shared their creations. Some were amazed when they realized that they 

had four very different pictures. Each author had told what he considered important for 

his audience to know about the birth of Jesus and they are not the same. If you would 

like to give it a try, I think you may be surprised yourself. This year, beginning with 

Advent, we will be journeying with Matthew as he tells in his Gospel about the life 

death and resurrection of Jesus. Matthew was writing to a mostly Jewish audience and 

his focus is on Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promise to them. This year we’ll look at what it means to live our 

lives as Christ’s disciples.

One of the things that Jesus did very well was to bring people into community both for study and for fellowship. 

He made it possible for them to see how God’s power in the world made a difference in their lives and how they 

could make a difference in the world. By being a part of a vibrant community of faith, you have a place to learn, 

to care for others and to be cared for yourself. I would like to commend to you the opportunity you have to spend 

time with others in our church community, discovering what God is leading us to do and building a community of 

support and fellowship for each other. We have two adult studies groups that you should check out if you have not 

already. Through December, Pam Postle is continuing leading the group “Old Testament Stories from the 

Backside” in the Lange Room. Various leaders will be facilitating the class The Thoughtful Christian on the 

Chapel Stage. In addition, our choir will be joining with members of Ithaca College to present the Christmas 

portion of “Messiah” in concert on December 7 at 7 p.m. On Saturday, December 11, the TP Christmas Party will 

give the adults in our community a chance to get together for an evening of fun. On Sunday December 12, the 

Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) will join together for the Christmas Concert “Joyful Noise.” Our 

intergenerational Christmas Pageant will be during the worship service on Sunday December 19 and then our 

Lessons and Carols Christmas Eve service will be at 7 p.m. on Friday, December 24. *If you want to attend a later 

Christmas Eve service, TUMC will be having a service later in the evening. You can read more about these 

opportunities in the Grapevine and in the church bulletin. As you plan your celebrations for the month, be sure to 

take part in as many of these opportunities as you and your family can and invite your friends to join us. It is with 

great joy that we celebrate our life in Christ. Blessings ~Pastor Cheryl
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate birthdays the second Sunday of  each month during coffee 

hour. Be sure to join us on Sunday, December 12th right after 

church to sing Happy Birthday and enjoy special birthday treats 

provided by the Congregational Life Ministry Team. Interested in 

becoming part of  our team? Chat with Bobbi Farrell to learn more.

4  Ava Bryant

4  Elizabeth Dawson

8  Wesley Regnier

12  Sarah Schneider

13  Dean Erickson

13! Zach Spott

14! Linda Andrew

18  Karly Ferguson

21! Claire Melvin

23  Mike Maciel

26  Ed Riley

28  Gregg Hoffmire

29  Carolyn Stillions

30  Tracy Kirkman

31  Kelsey Melvin

31  Polly Gutelius



Youth Group 

Gingerbread 

Event

The Youth Group gathered at 
Scott & Amy Dawson’s house on 
Sunday November 21st to make 
a great gingerbread structure and 

assemble items for college care packages. This group worked very hard 
to create a gingerbread rendition of  Cornell’s Schoellkopf  field. Roof  
tiles were made from licorice bites and jelly belly “fans” sat on gum 
bleacher seats. A Christmas tree, presents and reindeer for Santa’s 
sleigh were fashioned from Tootsie Rolls and pretzels. 

The afternoon involved lots of  laughs, time outside to run around, card 
games, and of  course the gingerbread event. We enjoyed a pizza dinner 
and shared our “highs” and “lows” for the day. As you might expect, 
many of  the “highs” involved the youth gathering. Their gingerbread 
will be on Display in Center Ithaca for the annual contest.
http://www.downtownithaca.com

The gingerbread entries will be on display in Center Ithaca from 
December 3-25. If  our youth group wins, we’ll get $100 in prize 
money to use for the upcoming retreat. We encourage you to come 
view our entry and VOTE! Thanks in advance for your help.

A Big Thank you to everyone who donated goodies for the college care 
packages. The youth had a great time assembling the packages and 
writing notes to each student. The Youth Group is planning a 
retreat for January 28-30. Interested in attending? Please 
speak with Darrick and Katherine Evensen or e-mail 
(dte6@cornell.edu) - Amy Dawson

FALL SCHEDULE for SUNDAY ADULT LEARNING

The Thoughtful Christian Series - Located on the Stage

11/28
DARRICK EVENSEN

How Should Christians 

Vote? (continued by request)

12/5
KATE MERRIMAN

TBD

12/12

No Class - 

Birthday Sunday

12/19
MARVIN PRITTS

TBD

12/26

No Class 

The Stories of  the New Testament led by Pam Postle - Located in the Lange Room

11/28

No Class 

12/5
SAMUEL 15:2-42 

MATTHEW 12:38-42

Relates story of  Jonah to 

Christmas and God’s grace.

12/12

No Class - 

Birthday Sunday

12/19
RUTH 1:1-5, 4:13-17

New aspects of  God’s 

grace in light of  our 

mistakes and failed plans.

12/26

No Class 

mailto:dte6@cornell.edu
http://www.downtownithaca.com/events/view/gingerbread-house-contest.htmlThe
http://www.downtownithaca.com/events/view/gingerbread-house-contest.htmlThe
mailto:dte6@cornell.edu


Messiah, by George Frideric Handel
... will be performed in concert Tuesday, December 7,2010 at 7 p.m. at 

the First Presbyterian Church of  Ulysses, Trumansburg N.Y.

The Choir of  First Presbyterian of  Ulysses is joined by students and faculty of  

the Ithaca College School of  Music  to present selections from  Handel's great 

work “Messiah”.

Andrew David Mattfeld, conductor with Jean Radice, organist

*This concert is free and open to the public*

Trumansburg Area Churches Concert
On December 12, at 4 p.m. six community church choirs will join us in the 

annual afternoon concert sponsored by Trumansburg Area Churches (T.A.C.)!Our bell choir will also participate.!The 

100+ performers will sing the Hallelujah Chorus as a finale.

A reception to greet the singers will be held in the chapel following this hour-long free concert called “Joyful Noise.”!

Thank You from the Food Bank
As the end of  the year approaches, the Trumansburg Food Pantry would like to thank the residents of  the Town of  

Ulysses, the Village of  Trumansburg and all of  the churches for all you have done to support us. Your support enabled 

us to continue to bring quality foods to our clients. Your donations and volunteer time helped us to serve the families 

and individuals who have need to seek out our help. The generosity of  our community has kept hope going for those 

that are struggling.

Thank you and God bless,

Anne Haus, Coordinator of  the Trumansburg Food Pantry 
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Save the Dates!
! ! !

Saturday, May 14 @ West Palmyra

Program: Mission Partnership with Mexico

Experiences shared by Mary Lou Havens & Company (Canandaigua Church), Leadership Training, Annual Business 

Meeting, Birthday Offering

! ! !

Wednesday, September 22 @ Camp Whitman

Program: Justice & Peace

Dotsie Shaw, PW Synod of the Northeast Justice & Peace Coordinator, Keynote

Fair Trade or Local Trade lunch 

Bible Study preview - “The Beatitudes” 

Camp Tour, Thank Offering



Highlights from 
Session
Have you wondered what goes 
on at Session meetings?  
Session meets at least once a 
month usually on the second 
Wednesday. We met November 
10 for the regular and some of  
the things we talked about 
were:

Our monthly meeting 
discussion highlights included:

• We examined and welcomed Marion and Michael Maciel 
who will join us for membership.

• The Christian Discipleship Ministry Team told us about the 
new and exciting plans for adult classes which by the way 
has already taken place and are very popular. If  you have 
not attended one, why not check into one this Sunday?

• The Christian Discipleship Ministry Team told us about the 
Youth Group making 33 pies and raising $240 for the 
activities. Many thanks to Gregg Hoffmire, Bobbi and Joe 
Farrell, Tammy Parker and Joan Melvin as well as leaders 
Katherine and Darrick Evensen and John Peeples.

• Anne Bialke is looking for folks interested in helping/
acting/singing in the Christmas Pageant.

• Finance Team was happy that some of  the congregants are 
sending in their $45 for the Presbytery per capita fee. If  you 
are a member and feel you can send in this amount please 
do so? Mark your check in the memo “per capita” and put it 
in the plate or mail it in. Thanks ahead of  time!

• Congregational Life has many activities planned including 
Pie Night November 23, Thanksgiving Breakfast November 
25, and the TP Christmas Party December 11.

• Buildings and Grounds indicated that they are installing a 
wall at the top of  the stairs in the back of  the Chapel to help 
with the loss of  heat for the Nursery School

• Sunday Nursery services will be available from 9:30 to 12 
from now on.

• Caring and Benevolence will have an Alternative Giving 
Table set up on November 28. Crop Walk collected $6,715 
and gave $1,678 to our Food Pantry.

• We are looking for someone interested in Personnel issues to 
take over the Personnel Committee.
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Christmas Pageant
December 19th

It's time to start rehearsals for the 
Christmas pageant! We have a charming 
script with catchy songs entitled "Away 
from the Manger", telling the story of  those 
who had every excuse NOT to go to the 
manger to see the Christ Child. It promises 
to be fun to work on and delightful to 
perform. If  you aren't signed up yet, it's not 
too late--we could use more stars (even very 
little children, as the stars are not required to do 
much except giggle and shine) and animals and 
shepherds! We'll begin on Sunday 
afternoon, November 28th. All 
rehearsals will be in the sanctuary. 
Please come when your group is called. 

Stars, 3-3:30 p.m.!

• Brianne Avery
• Michelle Peterson

Animals & Shepherds, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

• Tim Haefner!
• Ben Haefner

• Xander Dawson

• Elizabeth Dawson

• Molly MacQueen
• Claire Melvin

• Amy Dawson

• Allison Pritts

Wise Men, 4:30-5:15 p.m.

• Bruce MacQueen

• Scott Dawson
• Zach Spott

This list does not include all parts! I will 
work with the narrator and the housewife 
at a later date (I will let you know).

Rehearsal schedules for December will be 
handed out on Sunday. ! !

We will be working on songs and blocking, 
or in some cases, lines and blocking. !If  you 
have a conflict, please give me a call or 
email me. !Look forward to seeing you on 
Sunday!!

-- Anne Bialke!

387-6951 or (cell) 279-7389, or 
annebialke@gmail.com.!

mailto:annebialke@gmail.com
mailto:annebialke@gmail.com


This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ULYSSES

PO Box 597
Trumansburg, NY 14886
On the Web: http://www.fpcu.info

What is Christ-
mas Joy Offering?
The Christmas Joy Offering 
has been a special desig-
nated offering tradition in 
the Presbyterian Church for 
70 years. This offering goes 
to the church united to pro-

vide support programs where needed for retired church 
workers and for racial and ethnic education. Special 
Offering envelopes will be available throughout Decem-
ber. Thanks! -Caring & Benevolence Committee 

Alternative Giving
Stop by the Caring and Benevolence Committee table 
at coffee time on Sunday, November 28. Holiday shop-
ping opportunities will be offered until Christmas. We 
will have catalogues and/or information and cards you 
may send to those honored by the special contributions 
you may make to Heifer Project, Church World Service, 
our T-Burg Food Pantry and Casa Shalom Orphanage, 
Guatemala. -Carolyn Lange

SNOW! It’s Coming.
SNOW. It's coming! With the coming of  the holiday 
season and winter, there is a renewed opportunity for 
you to extend your personal ministry to our church. We 
need volunteers to help remove snow and ice from the 
sidewalks around the church and chapel to keep access 
safe. A sign up sheet will be in the chapel. Sign up is 
usually for a week. Volunteer early and choose your 
time. July and August are not options. -Jerry VanOrden

Per Capita
Please remember that covering our expenses in this 
year's budget is dependent on members sustaining their 
regular giving to the general fund, PLUS at least 100 of  
our members paying their own Per Capita donation of  
$45 to the Presbytery. To pay your per capita, note as 
such in the memo line of  your check contribution. 
Thank you to those who have already paid Per Capita.

Thank You
Kate Merriman again wishes to thank everyone in our 
church family for their support as she continues the ad-
venture of  seminary studies and the gradual discern-
ment of  God's direction. Much gratitude!
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