
GRAPEVINE
z Karen & Tom White z 

An Interview
A SERIES OF ARTICLES WHERE WE CAN LEARN MORE 

ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION.

Karen was born in Germantown, 
Pennsylvania and spent some of  her 
childhood in the suburbs of  
Philadelphia. Karen fondly recalls 
spending summers with her two 
younger sisters swimming and sailing 
on Cayuga Lake. When she was 10, 
Karen’s family moved to Bath, New 
York. Karen fondly recalls spending 
time working in her parents’ country 
store and being a Drum Major in 
marching band. Karen attended the 
University of  Rochester for 
Undergrad and Alfred University for 
grad school. Karen has worked at 
Trumansburg Elementary school as a 
school Psychologist for the past 19 
years. She enjoys cooking, gardening 
and reading.

Tom was born and raised in Bluff  
Points, on Keuka Lake near Penn 
Yann. Like Karen, he enjoyed 
spending his summers swimming and 
sailing. Tom graduated from Paul 
Smith’s College in the Adirondacks 
with a degree in Hotel & Restaurant 
Management. Tom noted that 
although he loved his studies, and 
hotels and restaurants have always 
been a love of  his, he has never 
worked in this industry. Instead, Tom 
found himself  working for the oil and 
gas industry. Tom and Karen continue 
to enjoy the water, they enjoy spending 
time at their cottage by the lake and 
sailing. Tom has earned a green star, 
which is proudly displayed on the sail. 
Tom enjoys the outdoors, hunting, 
fishing and trapping.

Tom and Karen have 
been married for 23 
years. They met while 
working at Bully Hill 
Vineyard. Karen had 
been a grape trimmer 
and tour guide at Bully 
Hill, which was the first 
small estate winery in 
the Keuka Lake area 
since prohibition, and 
became the cornerstone 
for the growth of  many 
estate wineries. 

The Whites have two 
daughters: Abbey and 
Maddie.

Abbey is studying 
liberal arts at Hobart. 
She is also involved in 
student government 
and had a wonderful 
opportunity to travel to 
Kenya and Tanzania with global 
alliance an organization which 
provides outreach and partners with 
people from around the world.

Maddie is a junior in High School and 
loves soccer, basketball and track. 
Maddie made 1st team All Star in 
soccer this year, is looking at colleges 
and hopes to travel to Rome with the 
1st team soccer group. 

The White family grew up in the 
Episcopalian tradition and found their 
way to FPCU for a number of  
reasons. One of  the attractions was 

the fellowship shared within this 
congregation. Their daughters also 
had friends who belonged to this 
church. The church they belonged to 
did not have a church school for the 
girls. Karen had also worked with 
Carolyn Lange at the Elementary 
school and noted that the Langes were 
definitely one of  the reasons they 
considered this congregation. Karen 
also mentioned when she first began 
attending, Bob Rochelle was our 
interim Pastor; Bob had been on the 
board of  directors for Karen’s first job 
as well as a neighbor.
- Russ & Elspeth Peterson

1

the
T H E  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  O F  U L Y S S E S

V O L  V  I S S U E  I ,  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 1



Highlights from Session
Have you wondered what goes on at Session meetings? Session meets at least once a month usually on the second 
Wednesday.

Our November 10 meeting discussion highlights included:

• The Christian Discipleship Ministry Team told us about the Youth Group making a gingerbread replica of  
Schoellkopf  field which is in a competition in downtown Ithaca.

• Pam Postle and Marvin Pritts came to tell us about our Adult Christian Ed programs.

• Anne Bialke is busily working on the Christmas Pageant which will be on Sunday December 19.

• Finance Team was happy that some of  the congregants are sending in their $45 for the Presbytery per capita 
fee. If  you are a member and feel you can send in this amount please do so! Just mark your check in the memo 
“per capita” and put it in the plate or mail it in. Thanks ahead of  time!

• Congregational Life had good attendance at Pie Night November 23, Thanksgiving Breakfast November 25, 
and is looking forward to the TP Christmas Party December 11.

• Buildings and Grounds has made new arrangements for the monitoring our fire system as the County is no 
longer going to offer this service. We also received certification for another year. 

• Caring and Benevolence has an Alternative Giving Table set up. We approved a request for a Presbytery 
Grant for the local Food Service.

• We will be offering suggestion cards in the pews for prayerful ideas and suggestions to be placed in the offering 
plate. This will not change the open availability of  each current session member to listen to any idea you 
might have to better our mission.

• We are looking for someone interested in Personnel issues to take over the Personnel Ministry Team.

• We are looking for someone to take over the job of  finding Ushers. If  you are interested in learning more 
about this role, contact Jean Dawson or Polly Gutelius.

Please feel free to contact any member of  the Session if  you have suggestions, ideas, interests that we can help you 
bring to fruition.
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A Moment of  Levity, as 

forwarded by a faithful 

Grapevine reader ...

The Fasting & Prayer Conference 
includes snacks and meals.  

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus 
Walks on the Water.' The sermon 
tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 

Ladies , don't forget the rummage 
sale. It's a chance to get rid of  those 
things not worth keeping around the 
house. Bring your husbands.  

Remember in prayer the many who 
are sick of  our community. Smile at 
someone who is hard to love. Say 
'Hell' to someone who doesn't care 
much about you. 

Don't let worry kill you off  - let the 
Church help.

For those of  you who have children 
and don't know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts 
for the choir. They need all the help 
they can get. 

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were 
married on October 24 in the church. 
So ends a friendship that began in 
their school days. 

At the evening service tonight , the 
sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' 
Come early and listen to our choir 
practice. 

Eight new choir robes are currently 
needed due to the addition of  several 
new members and to the deterioration 
of  some older ones.  

Please place your donation in the 
envelope along with the deceased 
person you will want remembered.  

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - 
prayer and medication to follow.  

This evening at 7 PM there will be a 
hymn singing in the park across from 
the Church. Bring a blanket and come 
prepared to sin.  

Ladies Bible Study will be held 
Thursday morning at 10 AM. All 
ladies are invited to lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall after the B. S. Is done.

Low Self  Esteem Support Group will 
meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use 
the back door. 

The eighth-graders will be presenting 
Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church 
basement Friday at 7 PM. The 
congregation is invited to attend this 
tragedy.

The Associate Minister unveiled the 
church's new campaign slogan last 
Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge so up 
yours.'
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Dear Friends, 

It is always a joy when new members join our congregation and become part of 

the FPCU family and when Inactive Members become Active again. In 2010, we 

welcomed as members of FPCU Helen Grant, Karla Ferguson, Darrick and 

Katherine (Perti, at that time) Evensen, Tyler Kraus, Susan Thomas Wolfanger, 

Calvin Henninger, Zachary Spott, Meghan Kraus, Sophia Melvin, Kevin Pritts, 

Wesley Regnier, Jamie Williamson, Judy Riley, Bradley Corbitt, Nancy Corbitt, 

Michael Maciel and Marion Maciel. Also, Priscilla Schwarze changed her 

membership from Inactive to Active as she came back to Trumansburg. In 

addition, we baptized into the Christian faith these children of members: Peter 

Wolfanger, Caleb Andrew, Kevin Middendorf and Jacob Williamson. Some of 

our new members have been participating in the life of our congregation for years, having grown up here and 

joined after participating in our confirmation journey this past spring. Others came to us from other faith 

communities and other places. Still others we welcomed back after they returned to Trumansburg. Each is a gift to 

our community and brings to us a variety of experiences to share. We in turn have a history of community that 

expands as we welcome new and old friends into our experience of worshipping and serving God here in 

Trumansburg. We are so glad to share this journey together and look forward to the ministries that we will be a part 

of together here in 2011.

Blessings - Pastor Cheryl

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate birthdays the second Sunday of  each month during coffee hour. Be sure to join us on 

Sunday, January 9th right after church to sing Happy Birthday and enjoy special birthday treats.

4  Kate Merriman

5  Darlynne Overbaugh

5  Karissa Zaharis

6  Michelle Peterson

10  Sam Bryant

13! Tyler Kraus

15! Tracey Dickson

15  Anna Bartishevich

15  Russell Henninger

18! Ray Bradham

19  Marcus Dawson

19  Kim de Coudres

20  Gayle Mac Lean

22  Cheryl Peeples

22  Rebecca (Riley) Bryant

26  Jean Dawson

27  Russell Peterson

MINISTRY TEAMS

These people chair 

each of  our eight 

ministry teams. 

Interested in 

helping out? Get in 

touch, or read more about the 

ministry teams on the bulletin board 

outside the church office.

Caring and Benevolence
Linda Andrew

Congregational Life
Bobbi Farrell

Music and Worship
Polly Gutelius

Christian Discipleship
Amy Dawson

Membership & Stewardship
John Kirkman

Buildings and Properties
Jerry Van Orden

Personnel
TBA

Finance
Bill DeCloux



Sunday Adult Learning Opportunities
When we gathered for our Cottage meetings a couple of  winters ago, one of  the things that was discussed at each 
meeting was our Adult Study. Some people identified this area of  our church as a strength, while many others 
identified it as a weakness. Regardless of  whether viewed as a strength or weakness, it was a topic of  conversation 
at each "cottage" discussion. This fall the Christian Discipleship Ministry Team decided to test the waters with 
increasing opportunities for Adult Study. We decided to offer two classes simultaneously, and make both classes 
easy to flow in and out of, thus giving people a choice of  what to attend each Sunday morning. In the Lange 
room, Pam Postle offered an ongoing study of  the Old Testament Books, where each lesson was discrete. On the 
stage, we offered one or two week lessons based on The Thoughtful Christian curriculum. Marvin Pritts recruited 
various facilitators for these classes.  

As Chair of  Christian Discipleship, I admit that I've never been to an Adult Sunday Study in our church. I did 
attend several of  Jeff's Tuesday night studies, and attended Cheryl's Lent Study last spring. And the members of  
the PNC can attest that I was one of  several in the group that considered myself  "not a Bible study sort of  person" 
due to lack of  knowledge. So, I was a bit nervous for my first class this fall, but I knew as 
the Chair of  the Committee I needed to attend, so attend I did.  Well ... 10 classes later I 
consider myself  a regular attender of  Adult Studies, not because I feel that I need to set 
a good example but because I look forward to the classes so much. In just one short 
semester, I've made more connections with people at church than I did in 7 years of  
coffee hour chatting. I've learned about people's thoughts and opinions, and I've learned 
a lot more about the Bible. I'm very excited that we have these opportunities in our 
church.

Our original goal as a Ministry Team was to offer 3 classes at the same time. When we 
tried to recruit facilitators for all of  these things, we realized we should start just a bit 
smaller. I am happy to report that we've averaged 20% attendance (based on total weekly 
church attendance) in our Adult Studies classes this fall. But, we'd like to have more 
people attending.  Our goal for spring is 25%-30% of  total attendance. **That's a goal of  
about 25-30 people based on our weekly averages.

This winter we are offering one class on the stage for January and February. We plan to 
resume offering 2 classes on February 27th when Cheryl begins her "Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian 
Answers" series in the Lange room. Read more about this class on page 7. Our topics for January include one 
offering from our own Warren Hickman about his new book, "Can Religion Survive Worship." We also have 
another book-based discussion led by Marvin Pritts called "Why Men Hate Church."  Darrick Evensen is back by 
popular demand, leading a study in Same-Sex Marriage.  

I want to thank those of  you that have attended the classes to support our program efforts. There are a few people 
who like me have ventured into the classroom environment and become regular attenders during this semester. I 
hope that if  you haven't yet tried a class, you'll check out one of  our winter offerings.  -Amy Dawson

Winter SCHEDULE for SUNDAY ADULT LEARNING

The Thoughtful Christian Series - Located on the Stage

1/9

No Class - 

Birthday Sunday

1/16
WARREN HICKMAN

CAN RELIGION 

SURVIVE WORSHIP?

1/23
WARREN HICKMAN

CAN RELIGION 

SURVIVE WORSHIP?

1/30
MARVIN PRITTS

WHY MEN HATE TO 

GO TO CHURCH

2/5
DARRICK EVENSEN

SAME-SEX 

MARRIAGE



Youth Group Habitat Update
This past spring, the high school youth group, with the help of  
Deb Koehler, sold flowers to raise money for Habitat for 
Humanity. The intention was to use the proceeds to purchase 
landscape plants for the house they were building in Lansing. 
Unfortunately, it took longer than expected to acquire topsoil, 
so the landscape installation was delayed until October. But 
fortunately, by waiting until fall, landscape plants were on sale 
so the $250 raised purchased quite a few plants. Dennis Osika, 
Marvin, Allison and Kevin Pritts planted these, transforming 
the appearance of  the house and making it look more like a 
home. Thanks to everyone who purchased flowers this past 
spring. - Marvin Pritts
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Christmas Pageant
December 19

Thank you to all of  our 
participants, costume creators, 
photographers, and leaders. Read 
more about the pageant and see 
photos on page six.

Director

• Anne Bialke

Music

• Doris Dunlap (Pianist)

• Andrew Mattfeld 

Narrator

• Sophie Melvin

Stars

• Brianne Avery

• Tess Parker

• Anna Parker

• Michelle Peterson

Animals & Shepherds

• Amy Dawson

• Elizabeth Dawson 

• Xander Dawson 

• Tim Haefner

• Ben Haefner

• Louis Kirkman 

• Molly MacQueen

• Claire Melvin

• Allison Pritts

Wise Men

• Scott Dawson 

• Bruce MacQueen

• Zach Spott

Innkeeper’s Wife

• Elspeth Peterson

Costumes

• Rebecca Gilfus

• Barbara Melvin

• Marjorie Grace

Photographers

• Ed Dawson

• Lori Kraus



Away from the Manger
AN INSIDER’S ACCOUNT

Leaves were still on the trees when Anne Bialke 
approached me to help out with this year’s 
Christmas Pageant. Her pitch was compelling: she noted that 
we were doing a non-traditional pageant this year, and then 
told me she thought I was a wise man. Well, flattery gets you 
everywhere with me, so I was sold. Wishing her luck as she 
went off  to find two more wise men in the church (good luck, 
Anne!), I downed the rest of  my coffee and began dreaming of  
my impending time in the limelight. 

Well, leaves fell, snow came (mostly), and it was time to start 
rehearsing. What a great time! I had a front-row seat for singing, 
dancing, blocking (that’s stage terminology for the uninitiated) and tackling (well, my fellow 
wise men, Bruce and Zach, concurred that if  there was blocking, there definitely should be tackling, 
too). My wife and kids all brought their work home with them, and I was constantly 
serenaded morning, noon and night with this pageant’s greatest hits.

Before I knew it, it was dress rehearsal time, where I was presented with a cape, a 
regal Christmas tree skirt, and a hat that made me feel very French. Much to my 
dismay, Anne thwarted my last minute suggestion to have Wise Man #1 perform 
with a very thick Parisian accent. C’est la vie.

It was truly a pleasure being a part of  this year’s production: my fellow thespians all 
knew their parts solidly, hit all the right notes, and smiled the whole way through. And nobody 
noticed that I taped the last song’s words to the front pew so I wouldn’t have to lip synch! Great fun, 
indeed, even if  we were “Away from the Manger.”

-- Scott Dawson, Wise Man (still) 



Presbyterian Questions,
        Presbyterian Answers
I have had a lot of  people ask me about what it means to be 
Presbyterian and beginning this January, I will be leading a 
Sunday Studies Class for two months centered around reading 
and discussing the book 
Presbyterian Questions, 
Presbyterian Answers.

A friend and colleague of  mine, 
the Rev. Dr. Donald K. McKim, 
wrote the book. Dr. McKim is a 
Reformed theologian and 
Academic and Reference Editor 
for Westminster John Knox 
Press. He was the Academic 
Dean and Professor of  Theology 
at Memphis Theological 
Seminary while I was a student 
there. He has written an easy to 
read and understand 
introduction to what it means to 
be a part of  the Reformed 
tradition. This class is open to 
anyone who would like to 
explore how we live our faith 
together – whether you have 
been a part of  our congregation 
for years or are just becoming a 
part of  our family.

More information about the book can be found at http://
www.amazon.com/Presbyterian-Questions-Answers-Exploring-
Christian/dp/0664502504. Each class will deal with a separate 
topic, so you can come and go if  you like but you will get more 
out of  the class if  you will buy a book and plan to read along 
with us.

Being a part of  a Sunday Study class is an excellent way to learn 
more about our faith and also to come to know our new and old 
friends better. I hope you will want to come be a part of  this 
opportunity!

- Pastor Cheryl Peeples
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OVERHEARD:
THOUGHTS ON ADULT 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Compiled by Amy Dawson

I enjoyed the intimacy of  the group and 

the easy acceptance of  each other's 

ideas giving "food for thought”

-- Mary Ellen Schreher

I really like the class. I have learned a 

great deal from the others in the group. 

I think sometimes we need more than 

one opinion on what we have read. 

-- Karla Ferguson

Thought provoking, interesting to share 

knowledge and gain knowledge of  the 

Bible and how it relates to us now vs. 

then. Great way to get to know each 

other better too! 

-- Lori Kraus

We've enjoyed the adult Sunday studies 

this year very much. We've especially 

enjoyed the opportunity to discuss how 

religion relates to our every day lives, 

and look forward in a future class to 

discussing our own Warren!Hickman's 

newly published!book.!These classes 

have given us the opportunity to get to 

know others!in the!congregation better, and 

we would encourage more members of  the 

congregation to join in the fun. We!would 

also like!to thank the!volunteers who 

have!done an excellent job of  facilitating 

these discussions. 

-- Ray & Diana Bradham

Bible study has become the!"road map"!of  

my faith journey and I love!sharing this 

"trip"! with others each Sunday.!

-- Pam Postle!

As Christians, we are a community who are 

in relationship with God and with each 

other. By committing to study and learn 

together, we strengthen our community 

and our own discipleship. 

-- Pastor Cheryl

http://www.amazon.com/Presbyterian-Questions-Answers-Exploring-Christian/dp/0664502504
http://www.amazon.com/Presbyterian-Questions-Answers-Exploring-Christian/dp/0664502504
http://www.amazon.com/Presbyterian-Questions-Answers-Exploring-Christian/dp/0664502504
http://www.amazon.com/Presbyterian-Questions-Answers-Exploring-Christian/dp/0664502504
http://www.amazon.com/Presbyterian-Questions-Answers-Exploring-Christian/dp/0664502504
http://www.amazon.com/Presbyterian-Questions-Answers-Exploring-Christian/dp/0664502504


This publication is edited by Amy and Scott Dawson. Please email submissions to amy@emoticakes.com or 

scott@dawsonmediadesign.com. If  you have any questions or comments, call us at 387-7031.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ULYSSES

PO Box 597
Trumansburg, NY 14886
On the Web: http://www.fpcu.info

Grapevine Editor Opportunity
Editing this newsletter is a wonderful ministry 
opportunity that we’ve very much enjoyed over the 
years. We are ready to pass this along to someone 
else in the church.

Are you organized? 
Do you enjoy layout 
and design? Are 
you ready for The 
Grapevine to have 
a new look? If  you 
said yes to any of  
those things, this 
opportunity is for 
YOU! We’ll work with you to get you set-up to 
start with the September issue. It is helpful if  you 
have a Mac with Pages software (but not required). 

People are very good about submitting materials for 
the newsletter and it is a really great opportunity to 
seek out stories and work with Ministry Teams and 
Pastor Cheryl. Call us at 387-7031 or e-mail 
amy@emoticakes to learn more.

Thanks for considering this volunteer opportunity! 
- Amy & Scott Dawson 

Confirmation Plans!
Youth in Grades 7 and older are invited to let Pastor 
Cheryl (CherylRPeeples@gmail.com) know if  you 

would like to take part in a time of  exploration about 
what it means to be a disciple of  Christ and a mem-
ber of  the church. At the end of  this time, youth will 
have the opportunity to decide if  they are ready to 
make their statements of  faith and be baptized (if  not 
already) and confirmed in the church. 

Guatemala Fundraising Dinner
The Guatemala Mission Team will be hosting a spa-
ghetti dinner on January 22nd at 5 p.m., followed 

by a Family Fun Night especially for families with kids. 
You are welcome to come just for the dinner, or 
stay for the activities that 
will follow. More 
details to come, 
but please mark 
this on your calen-
dar and plan to 
attend.
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