
Shared Mission
Making a Difference Through
The Presbytery of Geneva

“All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need.” Acts 2:44—45

Geneva Presbytery Makes a Difference Through the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency
Your Shared Mission dollars make a difference through 
“New Beginnings,” a ministry program assessing 
congregational strengths and potential challenges 
(including ministry resources, demographic strengths, and 
potential for change), so they thrive—not just survive—in 
their ministry.

“It’s absolutely joyful, but scary, too,” said Michael Davis, associate 
presbyter of congregational development for the Presbytery of 
Middle Tennessee. Glencliff Presbyterian, a congregation of fewer 
than 50, went through the program and decided to allocate a 
percentage of its resources to join a “parallel start” for a Hispanic new 
church development. 

“We were in decline,” says Davis. “God used ‘New Beginnings’ to 
help our congregation understand that our future as a Presbyterian 
church in this community would be through ministry to a different 
culture and generation of people.”

» Your Shared Mission dollars make a 
difference through “Deborah’s Daughters” a 
new program that provides opportunities for 
female PC(USA) leaders—including clergy, elders, 
deacons, commissioned lay pastors and Christian 
educators—to discuss issues related to women  
in ministry.

Rev. Jeanne Gay was one of eight participants in a “Deborah’s 
Daughters” regional gathering at the Maumee Valley Presbytery 
offices. The participants now meet virtually on All Women in the 
church (www.AllWomen.pcusa.org), a social networking website 
operated by the Presbyterian Mission Agency (www.AllWomen.
pcusa.org). “As a true introvert, I’m very comfortable with social 
networking,” Gay says. “Although it was great for us all to meet face-
to-face, I’m always happy to be able to continue the conversation 
without having to leave the office.”

» Your Shared Mission dollars make a 
difference through “Company of New Pastors,” 
when ministry candidate communities gather 
regularly with vocational mentors. From their 
second year of seminary through their early years 
as pastors, together they engage in daily prayer, 
disciplined study, mutual encouragement and 
admonition, and table fellowship.

“God saved my life in Christ 2000 years ago, but 
my participation in the ministry of the ‘Company of New Pastors’ 
literally saves my life in the work of daily ministry.”  These are the 
words of Rev. Anne Apple, who started in the program as a student 
at Columbia Seminary. Today Anne is a mentor pastor for a Company 
of New Pastors group, giving back to the ministry that gave so much 
to her. 

400
persons trained for new 

church development and 
church transformation

200
Presbyterian Chaplains 
work together through 

the Presbyterian Council 
for chaplains and  

Military Personnel
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160
Presbyteries participate 
in Shared Mission with  
the General Assembly  

Mission Council

We Make a Difference by Sharing
Acts 2:44—45 reminds us of the early church’s 
response to Christ—sharing everything.  
The Shared Mission dollars your session gives 
to Geneva Presbytery are shared—without 
restrictions—with your synod and the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. Your gifts literally impact the 
mission at every level of the church.

Make a difference!  The impact described on these 
pages is only a part of the difference your sharing 
makes in mission and ministry beyond your congregation.

As a session, consider making a special gift or pledge to Shared 
Mission through Geneva Presbytery at the address below.

Questions—call 315-536-7753

Geneva Presbytery
2472 State Route 54A
Penn Yan, NY   14527
www.presbyteryofgeneva.org

Camp Whitman on Seneca 
Lake. This 117-acre resource for 
summer camps for children in 
grades 3-12, families, and those 
with developmental disabilities. 
This is also a great resource for 
local congregations and a tool 
for community outreach!

New Church Development 
for Chinese immigrants in the 
Corning area. This wonderful 
worship community, its 
pastor, the Rev. Daniel Zhao, 
and the presbytery partners 
who walk alongside the new 
congregation are working to 
make new disciples for Christ 
every day!

New Church Development in 
the Spencer-Van Etten area. This 
new worshiping community 
will be unlike anything we have 
previously done. Its pastor, the 
Rev. Bryan Bond, is making 
Mercy Church a home for those 
who are skeptical of organized 
religion and seeking a deeper 
relationship with God!

Outreach efforts both 
domestically and globally 
with mission partners. From 
our intergenerational mission 
experiences in New York 
City and Washington, DC, to 
our search for a new global 
presbytery partner, these dollars 
are building relationships 
between individuals and across 
cultures! 

Throughout its history, The Presbytery of Geneva has been 
a bold advocate for sharing the Word of God with the 
world. This tradition continues through the use of shared 
mission dollars. Together, we make a real difference in the 
lives of God’s people. We are led by the Holy Spirit to be 
open to new mission opportunities. Each dollar is used to 
strengthen the mission and ministry of our churches and 
presbytery. We are blessed to share this work and to be 
faithful stewards of God’s generous gifts. 

Thank you for your continued support of these ministries:

Youth Triennium. Every three 
years, young people from 
across the country gather at 
Purdue for a life-changing event 
that will influence their faith 
development for many years to 
come!

Mission of local congregations. 
Several programs by our local 
churches, initiated by the 
Sessions of various churches, 
receive grants to develop or to 
continue innovative programs 
for outreach and local mission!

Partnerships with 
congregations and community 
mission agencies. These grants 
allow local congregations to 
share the financial support for 
mission efforts to meet the 
needs of those in their local 
communities!

Staff who work on our 
shared mission priorities of 
congregational transformation, 
spiritual development, and 
building relationships. Your 
mission dollars allow our staff to 
work in areas of congregational 
support, program development, 
communication, and spiritual 
leadership and direction-
setting, which helps all of our 
local congregations!
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